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Open  Letter  to  the  Young 
Communists  of  all  Countries 

We  publish  in  this  number  the  open  letter  to  the  Young  Communists 
of  all  countries  issued  by  the  European  Conference  of  secret  cries  of  she 
Young  Communist  Leagues,  on  the  History  of  the  Communist  Party 
{Bolsheviks)  of  the  US,SJL 

The  History  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  USS.R,  ought  to 
become  the  text-book  of  every  Young  Communist ; it  ought  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  alt  conscious  young  revolutionaries  and  all  young  anti-fascists* 
Every  organisation  of  Communist  youth  understands  what  value  this 
work  has  for  the  younger  generation.  Thus  the  task  of  mass  distribution 
falls  upon  all. 

Already  several  leagues  have  decided  upon  their  distribution  plans 
and  schemes  of  study,  hut  the  results  arc  still  very  slight  in  comparison 
with  the  immensity  of  the  task.  There  is  nor  a minute  to  be  lost  in 
increasing  the  tempo  of  distribution.  Lei  us  take  part  in  organising 
mass  sates  in  the  capitals t in  the  large  provincial  towns  and  in  the  remotest 
villages ; let  us  go  from  door  to  door ; let  us  increase  the  number  of 
campaigns : let  m create  a spirit  of  emulation  among  our  members  and 
our  organisations.  In  order  to  carry  out  our  struggle  well , there  is  no 
more  important  task  than  that  of  making  widely  known  to  our  generation 
the  glorious  history  of  the  Communist  Party  ( Bolsheviks)  of  the  U.S.S.R., 
the  Party  of  Lenin  and  Stalin , 

TITHE  treasures  of  Marxism-Leninism  have  just  been  enriched  by  the 
I publication  of  the  *'  History  of  the  Communist  Party  (Bolsheviks*  " 
A of  the  U S S R.  Edited  by  a commission  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Bolshevik  Part),  with  the  personal  collaboration  of  Comrade  Stalin, 
this  book  constitutes  the  greatest  event  in  the  ideological  life  of  the 
revolutionary  movement  of  our  limes.  This  work  has  been  translated 
into  most  languages ; millions  of  copies  have  already  been  sold  and  arc 
being  studied  in  all  countries* 

The  History  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  U,S,Sil. is  the  history' 
of  the  victorious  Party  of  Lenin  and  Stalin,  the  Parly  with  the  richest 
experience  of  revolutionary  struggles,  the  Party  which  leads  first 
Socialist  State  of  workers  and  peasants.  Under  its  leadershipTrsarism 
was  destroyed,  ihe  capitalist  system  abolished,  and  the  Government 
of  workers  and  peasants  established  over  one^sixlh  of  the  globe. 
Under  its  leadership*  foreign  armies,  which  for  four  years  attempted 


R « 
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C (um<idc  St  aim.  mil- tensor  \n  I cnin\  work,  has  developed 
enriched  Mfcrxitt-Leninfai  theory,  He  w the  great  guide  of 
To:  :hc  working  ol  the  world,  and  U>  h:m  goout  the  hciniv 
millions  nl  men  devoted  to  justice.  liber :>  .ird  peace. 

V his  hook,  vs h ich  contains  the  cp  c of  :hc  Parly  which  hisliyt 
i uhnlc  people  to  the  realisation  of  what,  for  centuries,  wjz 
the  noble  dream  of  vomc  few  advanced  m njv.  denned 
become  the  bedside  hook  of  every  young  < ommuniit. 

It  is  the  powerful  weapon  which  shows  the  world  movc^t(« 
ol  Yeung  Communists  how-  to  overcome  ::s  idcologka! 
nesvev  I- very  Young  i ommumtt  should  vtu<!>  the  history  of  th# 
Parts  to  find  out  the  essential  elements  of  Marxiti-Lcniirtt  theory 
which  arc  indispensable  for  a dear  understanding  of  current 
problems  and  for  solving  the  tasks  before  him.  Absorption  in  ^ 
P MCtical  work  of  the  Young  C omniums!  Leagues  to  lhe  neglect  of 
theory'  is  one  of  the  worst  faults,  which  must  a:  all  costs  be 
corrected.  Young  Communists  must  educate  themselves 
logically  tf  they  want  to  become  conscientious  Communists  ug 
trustworthy  leaders  for  the  youth  of  the  working  class. 

Study  of  this  book  should  be  carried  out  pcrseverjflgjy— * 
nothing  is  learnt  without  elfort.  But  what  a joy  for  every  Youftj 
C ornmunist  when,  as  ,l  result  of  that  effort.  his  brain  grasps  the 
laws  of  social  development*  the  sc:enec  of  Marxism-Leninism, 
The  smuggle  in  which  lie  takes  part  will  appear  U>  him  in  all  ft$ 
greatness  in  relation  to  the  struggles  of  generations  which  wtm 
before,  in  re!  at  ton  u»  struggles  carried  on  by  millions  of  other 
human  beings  in  the  effort  to  huild  a society*  freed  for  ever  from 
exploitation  of  man  by  man. 

As  the  essential  method,  w-c  recommend  and  encourage 
personal  study  of  the  History  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
U.S.S.R.;  at  the  same  time,  forms  of  collective  study  must  be 
utilised  and  organised;  study  circles  including  young  people  of  the 
same  political  level,  led  by  qualified  teachers  appointed  by  the 
Communist  Party;  theoretical  conferences  scrupulously  prepared; 
.1  swem  of  reading  and  discussion;  articles  in  the  press  oo 
particular  problems  concerning  the  History, 

Together  with  study,  the  widest  possible  distribution  of  the 
History  of  the  Bokhevik  Party  of  the  TSiLR.  must  be  considered 
a point  of  honour  with  every  member  of  the  Young  Communist 
League.  Lei  its  develop  campaigns  of  all  kinds  to  drstnboie  it 
among  the  entire  anti-fascist  south.  There  where  competition 
has  been  organised  for  distribution,  the  Young  Communists  must 
be  the  most  active  participants,  the  ^hock  brigades.  AH  local  md 
centra!  organisations  must  stake  their  honour  on  reaching  agreed 
sales  figures. 

Among  the  stiuU'rtt  youth  in  capitalist  countries,  the  History 
ol  the  C ommunis!  Party  of  the  U.S.S.R.  must  be  specially  dis- 
tributed in  order  to  help  them  to  take  their  place  at  (he  side  of 
i he  working  class,  the  class  of  progress  and  of  the  future. 

I he  whole  of  the  younger  generation  is  interested  in  the  read- 
ing and  study  ol  the  History  of  the  Bolshevik  Party  of  the 
L.S.S.R,*  because  in  this  book  it  will  find  the  answer  to  the 
problems  which  it  raises  desperately  at  a period  when  the  forces 
of  obscurantism  arc  trying  to  destroy  hope  in  a future  of  human 
brotherhood. 

Thanks  to  the  Party  of  Lenin  and  Stall fi,  Soviet  \outh  bn 
found  the  solution  to  the  problems  of  lhe  prevent  and  the  future, 
li  docs  not  know-  unemployment;  before  it  (he  paths  of  science 
and  progress  arc  opening  widely.  It  is  ready,  at  any  insuiiL  W 
defend  vviih  unp  iraficled  heroism  the  conquests  of  the  RevoJutKMJ 


!°  'Single  the  revolution,  wcie  crushed.  The  agenis  ol 
international  capitalism  and  fascism,  the  Tioiskyisl-ltiikh.iriiu'c 
g.tng,  were  Unmasked  as  a group  ol  .issismih,  'ipies  and  s.thon-Mis 
and  punished  hv  the  justice  of  the  people  Under  the  PartV  s 
leadership  the  Stalinist  Constitution  Was  promulgated,  the  biod 
democratic  constitution  in  the  wot  Id,  which  i coord1,  the  acluevc- 
^W'ntv  of  the  *sov  e:  people  and  shows  ihc  way  to  the  evpV  ted  o: 
ihc  whole  world.  I ndcr  its  leadership  the  two  luo  l ive  ^ ear 
Plans  were  accomplished,  giving  the  country  a socialist  industry 
and  agriculture.  To  slay,  with  the  thud  Mu'-Ylmt  Plan.  ;i  county 
o*  1 U.OOO.iXV  i i vi  ahtf , nts  :s  accomplish  ug  the  final  vonVi  nation 
ol  Socialism  ami  beg  nning  tTie  gradual  transition  to  Communism. 

lhe  H:s!ou  ot  the  { ommnuist  Party  of  she  t S S.K,  is  the 
bwto-v  of  the  V which  was  and  is  the  advance  gU,  if  si  ot  the 
struggle  (or  j\vcc 

It  has  phi  ted  and  eommucs  to  plav  this  role,  foz.  in  the  course 
o!  its  activity  and  under  all  conditions.  ::  has  carried  on  a resolute 
struggle  agtnm;  L unjust  wars,  wars  o|  conquest  waged  to  conquer 
and  enslave  Lxcign  countries  and  foreign  nations'  Olisiojy  of 
the  Communal  Par  tv  of  the  U.S.S.R..  p,  16$,  Lnglish  edition  I 


Campaign  of  the  Y.C.L.  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Study 

of  the  History  of  the  C.P.S.U.  (B.) 


pHl;  publication  ul  liic  History  i>j  the  Communist  Party  of  the 

L h:‘"  given  a tremendous  'impetus 

in.  It"  F an?0w  Ihe  youth  or  Hnt.lin  for  collective  education 

and  sctf.cduciiuon  in  Marxivt-Unlniil  theory.  Never  has  anv 

oM\>uth:eiVC‘  MK  1 Warnl  wclcome  or  taken  such  a firm  hold 

The  Eleventh  National  Conference  of  the  Y.C.L.,  in  its  rcso- 
iutnsn  on  education,  cor  reel!  > summed  up  the  thoughts  of  ill  its 
members  who  had  read  the  History.  **  Out  generation  is  for- 
tunate indeed.  in  that  now  every  young  worker  who  wishes  to 
study  .socialism  and  play  some  pan  in  the  battle  for  the  liberation 
Ol  mankind  from  all  lorms  of  exploitation  and  oppression,  mav 
be  guided  from  the  beginning  by  the  History  of  the  Party  of 
Lenin  and  Stahn."  ' 3 

A nineteen-year  old  apprentice  compositor  from  the  East 
hnd  ol  London  has  expressed  his  impressions  of  the  History  in 
ihc  following  words: 


from'd. fr0n' ,hC  MiS'0r>'  an'’  ',an<f  in  *he  **y  of  °'hm  learning 

An  excellent  answer  to  such  incorrigible  sectarians  is  pro- 

s!t1.lVstStv  rr  icho°1-  ln  small 

sthmil  of  Hi  boys  1 he  Y.C.L,  group  placed  a copy  of  the  History 

m the  school  reading  room.  The  interest  was  so  great  that  '0 

°(  ‘ ^ *'!  hf>;  C°P>«.  while  even  more  read  the  bobk 

♦ind  ait  ended  study  circles. 

Jo  encourage  branches  and  members  in  selling  the  Histon* 
the  eduC4ltort;d  department  of  the  Y.C.L,  is  organising  a com* 
peaiion  and  offering  as  prizes  copies  of  Soviet  Communism  by 
Sydney  and  Beatrice  Webb.  ? 

Anoiher  expression  of  this  entirely  false  and  sectarian  esti- 
mation of  hot h the  History  and  the  capacity  of  youth  to  learn 
IS  seen  sometimes  m the  argument  that  the  study  of  the  Historv 
is  loo  difficult  for  ordinary  members*  who  must  first  go 
through  this,  that  or  the  other  preliminary  courses. 


11  Reading  l he  History  of  the  CJ\S.U . (ft.)  is  a step  in 
orios  life  that  can*  perhaps*  he  termed  a landmark.  Not  in 
the  sense  that  aJI  one  has  to  do  is  to  open  the  covers  and 
read*  but  because  it  contains  such  lessons*  such  rich  ex- 
periences* I ha:  if  one  reads  and  assimilates  these  lessons  and 
experiences*  it  must  have  the  effect  of  a tremendous  stimulus 
to  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  the  reader." 

One  of  the  results  of  the  History  of  the  C.P.S.U.  (/?.)  is  to 
impress  upon  every  young  reader  a deeper  conviction  of  the 
victory  of  Socialism,  A young  worker  from  Clydebank*  Scot- 
land, whites  that  " the  book  shows  any  person  that  capitalism 
can  be  replaced  by  Socialism." 


However*  this  attitude  is  being  broken  down,  and  the 
insistence  of  the  members  themselves  is  overcoming  the  objec- 
tions of  such  " superior people, 

An  indication  of  the  improvement  in  the  educational  work 
oi  the  Y*CX.  branches  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  50  per 
cent  of  the  League  branches  have  appointed  and  registered  with 
the  Central  Educational  Department  their  branch  education  sec- 
retaries* Of  course*  the  fact  that  50  per  cent  of  the  branches  have 
Mill  to  take  this  simple  step  indicates  how  much  has  vet  to  be 
done.  All  branches  which  appoint  and  regisicr  with  the  Central 
Lducation  Department  their  branch  education  secretary  receive 
free  a copy  of  a 11  Handbook  " which  has  been  most  helpful  in 
improving  educational  work  in  the  branches 


At  a lime  when  ihc  reactionary  leaders  of  the  Labour  Move- 
ment are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  strait-jacket  the  Labour 
Youth  within  the  irksome  limits  of  an  organisation  restricted  to 
electioneering  and  social  activities*  ihc  History  of  the  C.PS.U. 
\B.)  is  showing  the  voulh  of  Britain  Ihc  Bolshevik  path  of  com- 
bining theory  and  practice*  education  with  participation  in  the 
struggles  of  The  workers.  Writing  on  this  point*  a young  London 
worker  notes  that  11  often  a statement  of  Lenin's  has  cropped! 
up,  namely,  that  the  mass  of  people  will  gain  true  socialist  under- 
standing only  in  the  course  of  their  experiences  in  the  bitter  class 
struggle  against  capitalist  exploitation  and  oppression*  At  last 
the  truth  of  this  has  been  proven,  for  me,  in  the  stirring  pages  of 
the  History  of  the  C.P.S.U.  (BX 

Nor  arc  The  young  readers  of  the  History  slow  to  draw  prac- 
tical conclusions  for  ihc  improvement  of  our  organisation  and 
activities.  For  example*  a 17-year  old  woodworker  writes  ; 

" One  of  the  main  lessons  for  our  youth  movement  to  he 
drawn  from  the  History  is  the  importance  Lenin  attached 
to  the  establishment  of  a political  newspaper.’* 

He  then  Jinks  this  with  the  need  for  greater  support  to  the 
Chal tenge  ca  m pa  ign , 

These  few  extracts  illustrate  the  profound  impression  the 
History  of  the  Bolshevik  Party  makes  on  all  who  read  it*  Un- 
fortunately there  arc  still  many  in  the  Y,C,L.  who  do  not  under- 
stand that  it  is  just  the  hook  that  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  youth  arc  searching  for*  a hook  that  shows  them  the  only  way 
out  of  the  terrible  conditions  of  exploitation  and  oppression  with 
which  they  are  afflicted.  There  are  still  many  who  arc  quite 
satisfied  if  the  History  of  the  C.PS.U.  Ul.)  is  read  by  ihc  select 
few  whom  they  consider  the  " best  " or  *h  more  advanced  " mem- 
bers of  their  YX  .L*  branch.  Such  people  have  themselves  learnt 


A Lecture  Outline  on  “ What  we  can  learn  from  the  History 
nf  the  C.P \SV.  (B.)  " has  been  used  in  many  branches  as  the  basis 
for  open  lectures  to  popularise  the  book  and  prepare  for  classes. 
However,  very  many  branches  have  Mill  not  taken  this  elemen- 
tary1 step* 

In  practically  every  district*  week-end  schools  for  leading 
members  of  the  History  of  the  C.P.S.U.  tff.t  have  been  carried 
through*  The  main  concentration  now  is  on  completing  four- 
lesson  classes  in  all  branches  for  the  branch  committee  members 
and  selected  leading  comrades. 

White  Challenge  has  carried  quite  a number  of  articles 
popularising  the  History,  even  more  interesting  is  the  way  in 
which  the  History  has  been  utilised  in  a series  of  discussion 
articles.  For  example*  it  has  been  used  most  effectively  in  articles 
which  discussed  the  standpoint  of  Christian  Youth  on  social 
problems. 

Little  has  been  done  to  encourage  xnd  assist  comrades  in 
self-study  of  the  History*  but*  in  part  at  least,  this  is  now  being 
remedied.  Pull  use  will  be  made  of  the  correspondence  course 
of  Marx- House*  Under  this  scheme  comrades  receive  each  month 
a guide  to  the  study  of  a section  of  the  History  and  submit  an 
essay  answering  certain  questions  which  are  put. 

While  all  of  this  shows  a certain  progress  in  the  educational 
work  of  the  Y*C.l,„  based  on  the  study  of  the  History  of  the 
C.PS.U . (B.)  it  also  shows  quite  clearly  how  weak  this  work  still 
is. 


NOTICE 

Until  further  notice  all  wfccriptioits  and  comm  tm  tea  tkms 
for  “ World  Youth  Review  H should  be  seat  to  Central  Publica- 
tions 16  King  Street*  Covral  Garden  London,  W*CJL 


Ini  ted  Front  and  Youth 


Message  from  the  Soviet 


Youth  to  the  Youth  of  Spain 


|T  a with  indignation  ih.it  we  low  leu  fl«J  through  the 
kittm lorhdikitya  Pr&vda  that  the  enemies  of  anti-fascist  u m i> 
who  have  penetrated  into  the  leadership  of  t lie  Socialist  Youth 
J ulei ruition.i ! .ire  preparing  o cachet)  the  expulsion  ot  the 
Young  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  from  the  tanks  ot  the  'i  Si 
1 his  infamous  deed  cannot  lad  to  rouse  decent  people  lliroughom 
the  world.  We  do  not  doubt  for  an  instant  that  our  reeling  oi 
anger  ss  shared  by  millions  of  Soviet  youth  and  the  younger 
generation  o:  anti -fascists  in  all  countries* 

We  have  faith  and  we  know  that  the  struggle  ol  ihc  Spanish 
people  against  fascism  is  not  ended.  In  persistent  and  heroic 
struggles,  the  United  Socialist  Youth  has  l>ccn  and  i drums  an 
immense  and  unconquerable  force  against  the  enemy 

So  the  agents  ot  Franco  arc  trying  by  every  means  in  their 
power  to  break  the  militancy  of  Spanish  anti-fascist  south.  In 
V am  itself*  the  fascist  butchers  unleash  a wave  of  terror  and  lloini 
the  country  with  blood.  In  France*  a so-called  democracy,  thou- 
sands of  young  Spanish  champions  in  the  struggle  for  in- 
dependence have  been  thrown  into  concentration  camps,  subjected 
to  inhuman  martyrdom  and  unheard-of  tortures 

I:  is  quire  evident  that  the  enemies  of  unity  who  are  working 
within  the  leadership  of  the  Y.S.I*  are  in  league  with  Franco 
agents 

The>e  cowards*  traitors  to  the  cause  ot  democracy*  progress 
and  liberty.  arouse  sublime  indignation*  haired  and  contempt  in 

our  minds 

I or  :hree  years  the  youth  ot  the  world  united  their  forces  to 


help  the  Spanish  Republic*  The  best  representatives  of  this  you'h 
have  spilt  their  blood  on  many  Ironts  and  sa  cr.lsccd  their  lives  ^ 
the  cause  of  the  Spanish  people.  Under  tire  and  beneath  the 
banner  o!  struggle  for  effective  help  for  the  Spanish  people,  unity 
was  forged  between  the  advanced  youth  of  all  countries. 

We  are  convinced  that  in  the  harshest  hour  of  trial  now  upon 
the  Spanish  people*  the  younger  generation  and  anti-fascuij 
throughout  the  world  will  have  enough  strength  and  enough 
courage  lo  unmask  the  tra.tors  and  check  the  miserable  activity 
of  the  disruptiomsts  within  I he  Y*S.I.*  and  the  Second 
International. 

The  struggle  against  fascism  demands  unbreakable  unity  in 
the  ranks  of  working-class  youth*  This  unily  is  greater  to-day 
than  ever.  Wc  hope  that  anti-fascist  youth  will  know  how  tp 
safeguard  its  unity  of  struggle* 

Long  live  international  anti-fascist  unily  of  the  youn| 
generation! 

Long  live  the  heroic  and  glorious  youth  of  Spain*  lovers  of 
liberty! 

turuttjii  Fi\f donna,  deputy  to  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the 
U.S.S.R.*  hero  of  the  Soviet  Union;  P,  DaninU;  S.  Mikhaikow 
writer*  hero  of  the  Soviet  Union;  \f.  Raskova;  A * YakovUv,  con* 
struct  ion-engineer,  test  pilot;  /;.  Kfrdnikova,  laureate  of  inter* 
national  con  tests*  violinist;  Boris  Goldstein;  Z,  Troitskaia.  chief 
of  ihe  Moscow  district  railways*  G * Znamenski,  sports  leader* 
balle:  artist  at  the  Great  Academic  Theatre  of  the  U*SJkR.;  O. 
i.rpn  hin\kaiat 


The  Glorious  United  Youth  of  Spain 


The  U.S.Y.S.  Shamefully  Attacked  by  the  Enemies  of  Unity,  is  Strong  in  the 

Support  of  All  Anti-Fascist  Youth. 


It  ■>  with  profound  indignation  that  the  anti -fascist  south  of 
the  whole  world  ha^  learned  the  intention  of  (he  leadership  ol 
the  Socialist  Youlh  International  to  exclude  from  its  ranks  the 
glorious  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain, 

Does  ji  reproach  I hem  with  having  achieved*  against  the 
i iscLt  rebellion,  unity  of  the  anti-fascist  and  revolutionary  youlh 
ol  Spam?  Docs  i:  reproach  them  with  having  achieved*  against 
the  foreign  invasion,  national  unity  of  all  Spanish  youth?  Does 
it  reproach  them  with  having  HJccumbed  to  the  blows  of  Ilillci 
ar.J  Mussolini*  st>  well  aided  hy  " non-intervention . " ! Does  it 
reproach  them  with  having  succumbed  to  the  Mow*  ot  the 
( isadivt  i feathery?  It  it  is  that*  then  let  the  Socialist  Youth 
International*  at  its  Congress  of  Lille,  turn  against  others,  hut 
not  against  the  glorious  struggle  led  by  the  U.S.Y.S.  against 
defeatists  and  traitors. 


Does  the  International  reproach  them  and  docs  it  want  the  youifi 
Ol  Belgium,  Holland*  Switzerland  and  Denmark  to  forget,  that 
the  struggle  of  the  Spanish  people  and  its  youth  has  saved  them 
nil  to-day  from  the  greed  ol  Hiller ? 

Docs  the  International  reproach  them  with  having  allowed 
the  best  of  German  and  Italian  young  revolutionaries  in  the  Inter* 
national  Brigades  to  light  within  the  Spanish  People's  Army 
against  their  executioners?  Docs  the  International  reproach  them 
with  having,  by  their  example*  roused  the  enthusiasm  and  inter- 
national solidarity  of  ihc  youih  of  nil  countries  and  the  largest 
sections  of  the  Internationa]  of  Socialist  Youth,  such  as 
Sweden*  Denmark  and  Norway?  Docs  it  reproach  them 
tor  having  received  powerful  support  and  the  boundless  love 
or  the  magnificent  youlh  of  the  great  Soviet  Union,  the  country 
of  victorious  Socialism? 


Docs  it  reproach  them  for  having  wanted  to  continue  the 
fight  in  spite  of  temporary  defeat*  and  with  that  object*  docs  it 
think  rt  can  isolate  them  while  Franco  is  assassinating  the  best 
of  their  militants?  Does  it  reproach  with  having  for  }2  months* 
obstructed  and  retarded  the  plans  of  international  Fascism*  at 
the  price  of  ns  own  blood?  Docs  the  International  reproach 
them  with  having,  by  I heir  resistance*  helped  the  people  ot 
Czechoslovakia*  betrayed  at  Munich?  Docs  the  International 
reproach  them  for  having  in  I heir  struggle*  prevented  Hitler  from 
making  earlier  his  demands  to  Poland?  Docs  it  reproach  them 
wilh  having*  by  their  struggle,  retarded  Mussolini's  seizure  of 
Albania? 

The  Young  Socialist  International*  ihe  leaders  of  the  French 
of  Young  Socialists— do  they  reproach  them  with  haviu  - 
fended*  for  nearly  three  years*  the  frontier  of  the  Pyrenees? 


Wc  hope  i!i. a the  leadership  of  the  International  of  Socialist 
Youth*  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Socialist  Inter- 
national. and  the  Conges*  of  Lille,  would  not  wish  to  erect,  on 
FrancoS  example*  a " law  of  responsibility  " against  the  glorious 
United  Socialist  Youth  and  that  they  would  not  try-  to  commit 
the  greatest  crime  in  the  history  of  the  revolutionary  youth 
movement* 

Long  live  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain!  art  ejtzmpJe 
of  unity  and  heroism  for  the  youth  of  the  whole  world! 

Thai  is  the  cry  of  young  anti-fascists  all  over  the  world  in 
solidarity  with  the  United  Socialist  Youth* 

Non:  Since  the  above  was  written  the  kadenJiip  of  the 
Young  Socialist  International  has  struck  a further  blow  at  unity 
and  decided  to  expel  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain* 


Nt>r  ft 
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Resolutions  of  Solidarity 

™E  C0NCRE^SFDffTE,%«S!'''1 

Of  the  fsV?g.t«.  , r:m1co.  :ind  hl'  foreign  i.llio.  the  Congress 

n .t  onl  ^ h.  i ’ , * r,Ml‘  h>  'K’I,,n*  10  <hc  *»«  Imcr- 

CV  ' . ,U  tn  -»r n n-  'SlVl  ,tlvl  ' oml>  of  Sp;iin.  Whose  heroic 

wCi' li  t rcs,sfJ,nw'  “*™'l  the  fascist  invaders. 

"or.K  slitring  the  war  at  die  front  and  jn  the  rear  and 

s h V.;',k  “}  rresent  in  -Spain  and  in  the  concentration  camps. 

^i.^taSVSS'0  :,n  a"*‘ ‘hc  «■“  vouTi, 

I he  Congress  of  the  l.S.S.F.  declares  that  it  will  oppose  ;inv 
attempt  at  exclusion  ot  the  U S V.S.  from  the  Young  Social  m 
International*  * 


u 1 h Review 


Nothing  has  changed  in  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of 
Spam,  except  that  this  organisation  has  given  multiplied  exam- 
p c.  »i(  heroism  in  the  strtiggjc  against  fascism.  So  it  seems 
to  us  absolutely  impossible  that  our  Socialist  Youth  Inter, 
national  could  exclude  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  a 
k-ague  riKhil>  honoured  by  all  south  and  which  in  Francfalone 
still  has  50.UOU  members  Such  a step  could  profit  none  but 
l ranco  .mu  his  :i i I jcs. 

.^'h,  ;‘l1J?TrCs.YoUin8  &**»!«*.  aware  of  their 
.liht  lo  the-  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain,  we  demand  that 

tins  organisation  be  recognised,  with  all  the  honours  due  to  it, 

,is  ^ section  of  the  Socialist  Youth  International, 

Strong  in  our  Socialist  conviction*  we  shall  struggle  untir- 
mgly  for  this  goal  and  we  do  not  douht  that  the  Socialist  Y outh 
International  will  reject  fittingly  the  proposals  of  ihe  dastardly 
encmiet  of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain.  a tried  organs 
whose  experience  tn  the  struggle  offers  such  priceless 
Iv^nns  to  young  Socialists  such  as  ourselves  Socialists  we 
salute  them. 


The  League  or  Young  Communists  of  Norway  has  jus) 
published  a manifesto,  from  which  we  reproduce  a few  extracts 
on  the  solidarity  of  Norwegian  youth  with  the  U.S.Y.5*  in  its 
struggle  against  the  enemies  <ff  unity  : 

The  enemies  of  unity  within  ihe  Young  Socialist  inter- 
national will  iry  at  the  Lille  Congress  to  exclude  the 
glorious  Unites!  Socialist  Y out h of  Spain  from  the  ranks  of  the 
Internationa]  I his  would  he  a shameful  and  repcllcm  act 
an  m sufferable  insult  to  the  heroic  young  Socialists  who  offered 
(heir  lives  in  the  defence  ot  Spain*  liberty  and  democracy.  Those 
of  the  leadership  who  are  preparing  this  crime  seem  to  wish  to 
complete  the  handiwork  of  the  Halo-German  aeroplanes  and 
the  traitors  who  delivered  Spain  and  its  glorious  youth  into 
servitude.  What  arc  the  reasons  inspiring  them  with  such  a base 
intention  against  the  U.S.Y.S .?  you  will  ask.  The  US.Y.S.  and  its 
500,000  members  demanded,  several  limes,  the  achievement  of 
international  unity  ; it  wanted  to  show  its  will  to  unity  by  main- 
laming  friendly  relations  with  the  Young  Communist  lnicr- 
utional.  That  is  its  crime. 

We  pledge  ourselves  with  ihe  working  class  youth  of  Nor- 
way, to  remain  in  solidarity  with  the  youth  of  Spain,  and  we 
count,  too,  on  our  friends  in  the  working  class  youth  of  Norway 
to  prevent  this  criminal  plan. 

• * # t « 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  LEAGUE  OF  SWISS  SOCIALIST 

STUDENTS 

To  the  leadership  of  the  Young  Socialist  International  at 
the  Congress  of  the  Y.S.L,  from  July  29  (n  August  3,  1939* 

During  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Spanish  people,  every 
du\  brought  us  fresh  proof  of  the  brilliant  and  inspiring  manner 
tn  which  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  was  able*  not 
only  to  mobilise  the  Spanish  youth  against  fascist  aggression 
and  lead  them  with  exemplary  courage,  but  also  to  show  the 
youth  of  the  whole  world  howf  magnificent  and  encouraging  are 
the  results  obtained  from  unity  between  Young  .Socialists  and 
Young  Communists* 

So  we  arc  all  the  more  indignant  to  learn  that  there  are 
in  our  International  elements  which  are  not  ashamed  to  dispute 
the  right  of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  to  the  place 
of  honour  they  deserve  in  the  International.  Before  the  entr> 
of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  to  our  International, 
Comrade  Corillo  declared  without  reserve  that  among  the  United 
Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  there  was  fraternal  unity  between  the 
Young  Socialists  and  the  Young  Communists.  Expressly 
approving  this  report  from  Carillo,  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Socialist  Youth  International,  at  the  time  of  the  admis- 
sion of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  to  Ihe  Young 
Socialist  International,  unanimously  adopted  a resolution  in 
favour  of  this  affiliation. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  BUREAU  OF  THE  FRENCH 
YOUNG  COMMUNIST  LEAGUE 

The  Bureau  of  ihe  Young  Communist  League,  having 
learned  through  the  press  of  the  holding  at  Lille*  on  July  30 
next,  of  the  ( ongress  of  ihe  Yroung  Socialist  International, 
salutes  The  members  of  ihe  congress  and  wishes  them  all 
success. 

H expresses  once  again  the  will  to  unity  os  the  Communist 
Youth  of  France  which  remembers  that  the  cncrm  confronts  us. 

After  hasing  noted  an  article  appearing  in  the  Cri  de* 

J dines  of  May  15,  oxer  the  signature  of  (u  (llknhauer,  Secre- 
tary of  ihe  Young  Socialist  International,  the  Bureau  of  the 
League  registers  its  expressed  intention  of  struggling  against 
fascism  and  defending  democratic  liberties. 

This  statement  gives  more  force  to  our  indignation  against 
the  unchallenged  rumours  about  the  malicious  blow  in  prepa* 
ration  by  the  enemies  of  unity  within  the  Young  Socialist  In* 
tematiocuiL  namely  the  exclusion  of  ihe  valiant  United  Socialist 
Y'outh  of  Spain  from  the  ranks  of  the  Socialist  Youth 
International. 

ITm  infamous  act  proposed  by  cowards  w ho  treacherously 
stabbed  The  Spanish  Republic  in  the  back*  cannot  leave  decent 
people  indifferent  throughout  the  world. 

In  taking  such  a decision,  the  leadership  of  the  young 
Socialist  movement  w-ould  accomplish  the  greatest  of  all  crimes 
against  working  class  youth. 

In  associating  themselves  with  such  a base  act.  the  leader* 
ship  of  the  Socialist  Youth  of  France  would  make  itself  the 
accomplice  of  those  who  act  in  league  with  Ihe  agents  of  Franco. 
Pronouncing  the  exclusion  of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of 
Spain  from  the  ranks  of  the  Young  Socialist  International  means 
associating  themselves  with  the  Daladrcr  Government  in  its 
campaigns  against  those  who  have  fought  for  our  liberty  and  the 
peace  of  the  world. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Young  Communist  League  calls  on  all 
Young  Communists  and  the  entire  working  class  youth  of 
France  to  prevent  such  a deed  being  carried  qul 

Young  volunteers  for  liberty,  soldiers*  officers*  commissars 
of  the  International  Brigades,  do  not  allow  the  disruption*  si  agents 
of  the  enemy  to  triumph.  Your  motto,  ^United  as  in  Spain" 
at  the  side  of  your  Spanish  brothers,  must  triumph. 

Long  live  the  anti-fascist  unity  of  struggle  of  the  youth  of 
Ihe  world. 

long  live  the  heroic  and  noble  youth  of  Spain? 


The  Congress  of  the  Young- 
Socialist  International 

Uy  Victor  fo.innc* 

(Secretary  of  the  YXM-.  of  Hi  .nice.) 

<)L*  Voting  Communist  League  ol  France  ha*  taken  upm 

l!4C"  the  great  task  oi  uniting  working-cla**  south. 

The  work  of  our  last  congress,  at  F ister  FJF/,  was  animated 
- ’l  ^Tr°ng  spirit  oi  unity.  From  our  first  session  a message  w,^ 
^i>t  from  the  (,  bngress  to  the  delegates  of  the  Sounhsi  ^ enih 
meeting  at  ihe  same  lime  at  their  nation. it  assembly  at  Toulouse 

Receiving  no  amwer,  we  renewed  our  proposals  in  :i  U-tte- 
dated  April  22. 

On  May  S,  a month  alter  our  lust  message,  i oiwadc  U«t 
A ore/,  national  secretary  of  the  Socialist  Youth,  bneth  acknow- 
Is'ged  our  letter. 

Much  time  had  been  lost,  but  we  tel;  justified  in  expcelrn  : 
that  decisions  wore  being  arrived  at  with  the  care  demanded  b> 
the  situation.  \\  was  not  so.  The  enemies  of  unit)  within  the 
ranks  ot  the  >oung  SiKialisis  managed  to  delay  the  answer 
awaited  in  the  working-class  south  of  France 

Such  an  a Hit  tide  docs  not  re  Heel  ihe  will  ol  the  widest  stiala 
of  Socialist  youth,  indeed,  thete  arc  many  districts  where  com- 
mon action  already  takes  place.  Faced  with  the  harsh  realities 
of  life,  o:  the  struggle  for  the  defence  of  standards  of  living,  the 
Young  Socialist  draws  nearer  to  his  brother,  the  Young  Com- 
munist. He  knows  that  his  isolation  serves  none  bill  bis 
exploiters.  His  enemy  he  sees  face  to  face  on  the  other  side  of 
the  barricades  and  not  at  his  side,  not  in  those  who  are  struggling 
against  Fascism  and  social  reaction. 

Partisan  passion  does  not  blind  him  to  the  extent  of  making 
him  forget  ihe  anti-fascist  struggle  in  favour  of  ihe  anti-com- 
munist struggle  Further,  honest  south  considers  irniu  as  ns 
pledge  of  victor > 

This  opinion  is  expressed  forcibly  h\  ihe  Young  Socialists  oi 
the  A rore  district,  who  wrote,  in  reply  10  proposals  from  our 
Young  Communists: 

Not  underestimating  the  seriousness  ol  present  cvcnK 

:hc  Young  Socialists  attach  great  importance  to  the  pact  of 

units  of  action." 

* 

This  idea  of  action  and  united  action  extends  far  beyond  the 
border*  of  our  country.  The  Conference  of  ihe  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  has  expressed  this  will  of  bending  all  ils  forces  to 
the  victory  over  Fascism. 

The  pledge  of  victory  is  national  and  international  unity. 

On  July  2V  and  30,  before  the  Congress  of  the  Young 
Socialist  International,  there  will  lake  place  at  Phakmpin  a 
great  meeting  of  Socialist  Youth.  On  the  3 1st.  at  Ulic,  the  Con- 
gress take*  place.  Our  comrades  have  chosen  France  in  which 
to  hold  their  inicrnaiional  assemblies.  For  us  if  is  an  opportunity, 
while  welcoming  the  delegates,  to  remind  them  once  again  of  our 
desire  for  unity. 

In  the  letter  sent  to  the  Lx  ecu  live  Committee  of  the  Young 
Socialist  International  by  the  representatives  of  our  Young  Com- 
rrmnixt  International  and  the  secretaries  of  the  European  Leagues, 
ihe  proposal  was  made  for  united  " common  action  for  the 
preservation  of  peace,  for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  and  right* 
of  youth,  for  help  for  refugee  victim*  of  reaction  and  Fascism, 
and  to  stop  the  terror  in  Spain,  Chechoslovakia  and  Austria.14 

Comrade  limit f Olttnhaurr,  secretary  of  the  Young  Socialist 
International,  in  an  article  published  m the  Crf  ties  h’unes  on 
May  15,  1939,  expressed  ibis  necessity  for  common  action. 

S^ln  grave  lime*/'  he  writes,  " we  addles \ ourselves  once 
more  fo  the  Socialist  youth  of  the  world,  calling  on  it  to 
demonstrate  in  common  "—and  he  adds  further  on : " and 


to  prose  to  the  world  that  the  younger  generation  of  p* 
working  class  remains  faithful,  in  spite  of  alt  danger 
threats,  to  ihe  ideal  of  Socialism  and  that  it  h deter 
i.t  resist  the  it  Licks  of  Fascism  and  the  sinister,  threaten 
mg  dangers  of  a new'  world  conlt  igraiton.  with  *()  ^ 
enthusiasm  and  devotion  of  youth/1 

It  i*  etc  ir  th.it  such  an  appeal  i*  not  addressed  only  to  Yotm* 
s.Tvi  ilists  organised  in  the  ranks  of  the  Young  Socialist  Inter* 
nalmnaL  Our  ( ommunKt  Youth  is.  indeed,  an  integral  part  of 
the  young  generation  of  the  working  class  which  has  the  Ideal 
,<l  ,i  Socialist  transformation  of  solely  and  its  full  achieveme^; 
in  ( omri moist  society. 

As  we  arc  fighter*  in  she  cause  of  peace,  so  we  never  give  up 
the  ideal  of  liberty. 

But  if  it  is  thus,  the  logic.*!  consequence  of  the  work  of  the 
l tile  Congress  should  be  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  contained 
in  our  Idler  of  June  13,  rumeis  : 

” Thai  the  Young  Socialist  International  and  the  Young 
Common. *i  International  issue  a common  appeal  against 
vs.u\  for  the  construction  of  a peace  front  with  the  U,S,S,IL 
and  for  the  support  of  the  peoples  of  Spain,  Czccho Slovakia 
and  Austria,  that  both  our  Internationals  carry  on  a com* 
mon  campaign  on  ibis  basis,  and  Thai,  in  the  capitals  of  the 
principal  countries  in  Ilurupc  meetings  he  organised  whh 
speakers  from  hoih  our  Inter  nationals/' 

It  is  true  that  acts  arc  not  always  m perfect  accord  with 
words.  For  example.  Comrade  Qlfcuhuuer  writes: 

"At  Lille  we  shall  raise  our  voice  in  protest  against 
Fascism's  rule  of  violence  which  tries  to  oppress  ever  fresh 
nations  and  so  impose  its  hegemony  over  all  Europe.  We 
shall  affirm  our  determined  will  to  defend  democratic  liber- 
ties and  the  social  rights  of  nations  against  the  barbarism  of 
fascism/' 

But,  at  the  same  instant  that  such  declarations  are  being 
nude,  undenied  rumours  arc  circulating  about  the  exclusion  of 
ihe  l/nited  Socialist  Youth  of  Spam  from  the  ranks  of  the  Young 
Socialist  International,  The  accomplishment  of  such  an  act 
would  he  an  unforgivable  crime  against  working-class  youth.  It 
would  be,  in  fact,  a very  strange  method  of  raising  one's  voice 
in  protest  against  Fascism’s  rule  of  violence. 

To  become  indignant,  only  then  to  allow  the  enemies  of 
unity  to  have  their  way.  means,  in  two  words,  serving  Fascism. 
It  is  obvious  to  everyone  that  reactionary  and  disruptive  elements 
are  in  this  way  working  in  league  with  the  agents  of  Franco. 

The  cowards  and  traitors  who  stabbed  the  Spanish  Republic 
in  the  back  now-  want  to  complete  ihcir  work  of  disruption  by 
attacking  the  glorious  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain.  Will  our 
comrades  in  the  Socialist  Youth  of  France,  and  lhe*r  leaders 
Max  Norel  and  Bernard  Choehy,  allow  such  a deed  to  be  carried 
out?  Arc  their  appeals  for  help  for  the  Spanish  refugees  suf- 
fering in  the  French  concentration  camps— merely  wo;ds? 

■ s:  * ' *s®^**”^ 

In  voting  for  the  exclusion,  will  they  complete  Ihe  physiol 
and  moral  miseries  endured  by  50,000  young  members  of  the 
United  Socialist  Youth  in  France? 

That  would  be  quick  forgetfulness  of  the  glorious  pap* 
written  with  the  noble  blood  of  youth  which  fought  for  us*  for 
democracy,  liberty  and  peace. 

No!  It  cannot  be!  It  shall  not  be. 

* . * 

Young  Socialist  worker*  and  with  them  all  young  inh* 
fascists  will  rise  with  indignation  against  such  an  expulsion. 

All  those  who  have  followed  with  admiration  the  struggle  of 
the  heroic  Spanish  youth  will  rally  against  the  treacherous 
enemies  of  unity  of  Ihe  young  working  class. 

What  youth  awaits  from  ihe  Congress  of  Lille  is  bo1  a 
decision  against  unity.  On  the  contrary',  it  demands  more 
determinedly  than  ever  before  ihat  unity  of  action  should  ^ 
achieved  with  the  Communist  Youth.  It  demands  for  it*  future 
that  everything  be  done  for  the  victory  over  Fascism. 


No,  x 


■ ■ ■ « i 

The  Congress  of  the  Socialist  Students 

IN  SPITE  Oh  OISRUPTIONIST  MAMEUVRES.  UNITY 
ii  <■  | ii  I . w»-l.  be  REINFORCED 

\ V V-  lhc  oblcc'  °t  WMkening  unit)  between  Sbeialhi  -.mi 
l Utiktid  asd’oeanarit  dc!':l:;l,c'  of  >Wr. 

r F“ 

JT^'^SrSdSS  Js 

TlA  rVi  <+  ant  prog rwivc  opinion 

I he  dpi  session,  under  the  chairmanship  nl  l)c  Broncktrr 

UniteJ 1^rP%Sa?,inB?  Cari,,°-  pencral  secrclt.n  of  Xc 

J S\«?Vir^rCWmi'li'C  0f  ”U*  Vin"’«  C-ommuriist  Inter- 
■ uuorul  and  Morin,  secretary  ot  the  Irench  .Socialist  Slutlcnis 
was  domin.ucd  by  an  obvious  spirit  of  unity.  In  turn.  Morris  of 

‘ , Spc,‘Vls!  '>!u,dfnK  ;"ul  Oaudin  of  the  C ommunist  students 
•sskomed  the  delegates  by  praising  unitv  and  c\ pressing  the 
Wish  to  see  It  strengthened  in  the  Congress, 

Atter  the  speeches  01  Dc  Brouckirc.  Bouthonnicr,  and 
Santiago  Carillo.  the  lust  session  closed  with  a toast  to  the  dele- 
gates  by  the  I rench  Communist  and  Socialist  students. 

I he  Second  session  heard  the  speech  of  Kerri,  greeting  the 
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me  counlr is^^ Tw s?,? ^ !“  °*  the  folio*- 

mi.  countries.  Belgium.  Switzerland.  Sweden*  Noma. 

of’remStTnc  fai'ihf'ul  ;!nd,,Bu!f1^.  proclaim  our  intention 
I cir" tin > £l*  !!? 

Stoll  in^U>C  rVt>rk  lhc  *nteritttional^Uia«Sl,or 
.tuluits  for  Socialism.  We  regret  that  some  Socialist  stu- 
i.enis  h.ise  not  kept  to  the  decision  adopted  unanimoush 

iL!  dfV'c  °!  rhC  , F-S-S-  two  «la»s  ago.  a resolution 
declaring  that  Socialist  students  are  * ready  to  exert  them- 
selves in  common  action  w.th  all  students  sincerely  devotes! 
to  he  democratic  and  revolutionary  ideal;  These  students 
had  not  discussed  their  attitude  previously  with  the  dele- 
gation of  the  I.KS.S.  and  they  have  thus  created  the 

appearance  of  division  within  the  Socialist  student 
movement. 


i i .w**t  vlS  l0.  dcfcrid  lhc  reputation  of  the 

LI  ,S,S,  which  js  a th  hated  to  the  l.A-S.S.  and  to  sict  in 

accordance  with  the  decisions  unanimous!;*  adopted  by  'he 
LF.S.S. 

Ibzi  i%  why  wc  consider  that  our  dutv  compel  us  to 
follow  the  work  of  the  FA.S.S,  in  order  to  correct  the  im- 
prevuon  th.it  certain  delegate*  ha^e  gocn  of  the  UF,S.S. 
,md  in  order  to  defend  the  honour  and  lhc  decisions  of 
the  I.F.S.S." 

In  iis  turn  ihe  Congress  declared  unanimously  : 


George  Dimitroff  Greets  Congress  of  Socialist  and 

Communist  Students 


"My  best  thanks  lor  your  kind  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  second  Congress  of  the  Students'  League.  Since  it  is  im- 
povMble  for  me*  -lor  reasons  which  you  will  understand— to  accept  your  invitation,  S send  best  greetings,  to  the  assembled 
Socialist  and  Communist  students. 


The  struggle  ol  lhc  Iratcrnally  united  Communist  and  Socialist  Mu  den  Is  against  barbarity  and  ignorance,  against  the  war 
ot  aggression,  and  against  fascism,  the  worst  enemy  of  freedom,  culture  and  science,  is  important  not  only  for  the  students  in 
general,  but  this  joint  action  is  at  the  same  time  of  great  importance  for  putting  an  end  to  the  split  rn  the  working  class,  and  in 
achieving  the  unification  of  all  anti-fascist  forces  in  Europe  and  all  over  the  world. 

The  progressive  students  will  bo  the  more  successful  tn  their  role  as  champions  of  the  cause  of  the  freedom  of  the  opressed 
and  threatened  peoples*  in  their  role  as  ardent  fighters  for  the  cause  of  the  peace  of  the  peoples*  in  proportion  as  they  arc  closely 
linked  up  with  the  people  and*  above  all*  with  the  working  class,  as  they  arc  equipped  with  the  great  teachings  of  our  epoch, 
with  Marxism*  the  science  of  Marx-Engcls-Lcnin-Stalin,  and  in  proportion  as  they  combine  their  study  and  their  knowledge 
wiih  a firm  determination*  a militant  spirit,  and  are  prepared  to  make  every  sacrifice  for  the  victory  of  the  great  ideal  of 
Mankind*  .Socialism,  which  has  already  won  the  victory  on  one-sixth  of  the  earth  in  Jhe  Soviet  Union. 

I wish  your  Congress  best  success  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  of  science,  of  culture,  of  peace,  for  the  cause  of  Socialism," 


Congress  in  the  name  of  the  Young  Communist  International* 
and  the  report  of  Spencer,  secretary  of  the  Alliance,  In  the 
discussion  which  followed*  Lery,  French  Socialist  student, 
spoke;  in  spite  of  the  excellent  words  of  Morin  at  the  morning 
session*  Lery  considered  it  his  duty  to  deliver  a violent  speech 
against  unity*  in  which  the  wort!  " fascism  " was  never  men- 
tioned. Lery  took  up  a position  against  lhc  International 
Alliance  of  Students,  The  delegates  of  the  Socialist  students 
who*  at  their  congress  of  the  International  Federation  of  Social- 
ist Students  held  just  previously  had  been  unanimously  in  favour 
of  unity*  showed  their  astonishment  at  the  French  delegate' ■» 
speech  against  unity. 

Completing  their  disruptionist  manoeuvre  which  had 
obviously  been  pre-arranged*  the  delegates  of  France*  Holland 
and  Denmark  left  the  Congress*  declaring  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  continue  collaboration  with  the  Alliance*  thus  creating  divis- 
ion in  the  delegation  to  ihe  International  Federation  of  Socialist 
Students.  The  work  of  the  Congress  was  suspended  to  permit 
the  delegation  of  the  UF*S*S,  to  reach  agreement  on  the  anti- 
unity  action  of  the  French,  Dutch  and  Danish  delegates.  They 
could  not  prevent  the  latter  from  leaving*  since  they  had  made 
clear  their  intention  of  provoking  incidents  to  disrupt  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Alliance.  The  manoeuvre  failed  and  in  Ihe  course 
of  the  third  session  the  delegates  of  the  Socialist  students 
adopted  the  following  declaration  : 


“ The  Congress  of  the  International  Alliance  of  Stu- 
dents for  Socialism,  meeting  in  Paris  on  July  16,  17,  and  IS. 
ll>39,  after  having  heard  the  declaration  of  the  following 
organisations:  the  Socialist  students  of  France,  Denmark, 
Holland  and  the  reply  made  to  them  by  the  University 
Labour  Federation,  the  Association  of  United  Socialist  Stu- 
dents of  Belgium,  of  Switzerland,  of  Spain  and  the  Socialist 
Students  of  Bulgaria,  Sweden  and  Norway,  regrets  unani- 
mously the  departure  of  several  delegates  which  cannot  be 
explained  by  any  comprehensible  motive,  and  invites  them 
fraternally  to  resume  their  place  within  the  alliance,  where 
they  have  always  had  the  opportunity  to  express  their  own 
views,  and  that  in  the  interests  of  Socialism*  liberty  and 
culture,  to  which  their  gesture  is  so  highly  prejudicial;  and 
declares  its  faith  in  the  action  of  the  International  Alliance 
of  Students  for  Socialism,  which  will  continue  to  unite  the 
efforts  of  Socialist  and  Communist  students  throughout  the 
world  against  fascism  and  war," 

The  session  on  Monday  afternoon  was  above  all  remark- 
able  for  the  speeches  of  the  Yugoslav,  Spanish  and  Hindu  dele- 
gates on  colonial  problems  and  for  the  reading  of  a telegram 


* I he  Swedish  delegate,  after  having  voted  for  this  declara- 
tion. subsequently  associated  himself  with  the  three  anti-unity 
delegates  and  also  left  the  Congress. 
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ttom  the  Soviet  % ouili  ami  <iik  1 1 1"* m Dimhrorr.  which  the  dcU* 
ir-nc^  peeled  b\  rising  to  their  feel  with  gie.tl  i'»uhiiMa*m 

In  spile  of  the  attempts  at  disruption  earned  out  by  the 
representative  of  Denmark,  a country  gie.iity  menaced  In  M:T’cr 
and  the  representative*  of  Holland  and  France,  the  Socialist  and 
l onmumisi  students  showed  their  siueeie  devulton  to  tiritf* 
fascist  Unity  and  will  c.irr*  on  then  work  wlllv  Net  increased 
sipotir  lor  it*  defence  against  all  enemies 

Mter  having  created  a split  among  the  Moving  WiMi*l 
tuuird  of  Belgium  and  the  Labour  Youth,  a!  the  same  rune  that 
'bes  develop  their  abominable  attack  against  the  1 mied  Sovi.d 


m Youth  of 'Spain,  the  anii-unii*  elements  continue  under  iW 
coser  of  anti-communism  (just  like  Hitler)  to  make  rttftr  lltHf 
t.pon  the  unity  of  anti-fascist  youth.  Unable  to  damp  r^? 
lutionars  ardour  and  t fxr  desire  for  unity  of  the  masses  of  ymml 
.mu  i.iscois.  they  hope  that  by  destroying  their  own  oremki 
mins  they  can  prevent  the  realisation  of  unity, 

The'Seeond  Congress  of  the  International  Alliance  of  w 
dents  for  Socialism  has  cvprc**<d  yet  once  again,  the  desire  fo- 
unih  which  animates  Communist  and  Socialist  *iudcm\  in  the 
a hole  world;  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  conclusion  of  the  wort 
»i*  the  ( oppress  will  he  consolidation  of  that  unity. 


from  the  Tiro  Hemispheres 


Save  the  Peasant  Youth  ! 

[ii  Maui  tee  T h ore/ 

V 


The  foihvwinjc  iv  an  extract  from  tme  of  a w‘nV.*  *0 

articles  contributed  hy  Maurice  Thorez  fih  ' Httnumite." 

young  peasant,  whether  child  of  ihe  house  or  paid  servant. 

has  never  finished.  He  it  is  as  a rule  who  h:i*  to  look 
after  the  cattle  l;arl>  in  the  morning,  before  setting  out  for 
the  fields,  and  late  at  night,  after  an  already  over -long  day's 
work,  he  has  to  clean  the  stables,  clear  out  the  heavy  and  evil* 
smelling  dung,  dean  out  ihe  cow -sheds. 

Certain  work  in  the  fields  is  beyond  the  strength  of  the 
adolescent.  Too  sixm  he  seizes  the  scy  the  or  the  plough-handles. 
He  sinks  under  the  weigh!  of  a too  heavy  lask.  I here  arc 
masters  who  pay  more  attention  to  the  bringing  up  of  their 
toaK,  which  they*  take  good  care  not  to  work  loo  soon,  than  to 
the  development  of  their  voting  servants,  and  even  of  their  own 

children. 

M.  Damccour,  doyen  of  the  Senate,  told  the  agriculture 
commission  of  that  body;  " In  many  districts,  a child  of  sixteen 
years  does,  on  a farm,  almost  as  valuable  work  us  an  adult.” 
(Journal  Orficicl*  June  22,  1939,  Page  607.  column  1). 

The  necessity  to  work  outside  in  all  weathers  is  not  without 
effect  on  the  health  of  the  young  people. 

Whatever  bourgeois  writers  may  say  about  it*  ii  is  not  at 
all  nice,  and  still  Jess  healthy,  to  cook  in  the  summer  sun  or 
shiver  in  a winter  north-easter,  or  to  be  soaked  to  the  skin  by 
a sudden  storm.  Above  all  when  on  getting  hack  to  the  house, 
which  is  lacking  in  all  comforts,  it  is  not  even  possible  to  carry 
out  the  most  elementary  operation*  of  one’s  toilet.  Hygiene  :* 
a r.irc  thing  in  the  country*  The  young  peasant's  shirt,  soaked 
with  swc.il.  stays  on  his  buck  day  and  night  for  a whole  week. 
In  the  blacksmith's  shops  they  almost  considered  me  a phe- 
nomenon because  1 washed  myself  every  morning  But  there  i* 
not  always  water  in  our  French  villages.  How  can  one  he  sur- 
prised, in  these  condition*,  that  tuberculosis  make*  such  ravages 
tn  ihe  countryside* 

If  only  the  young  peasants,  who  have  too  little  leisure  in 
the  summer*  could  make  sonic  use  of  that  ihe  winter  enforces 
on  them. 

When  1 was  in  the  blacksmith  s shops  in  Summer,  1 went 
to  the  market  town  once  or  twice  a month  as  a rule.  Hm  in  the 
winter  we  were  able  to  rest.  Throughout  long  evenings  we  re- 
mained around  the  fireplace  the  only  light  coming  from  the 
flame*  which  licked  the  great  logs  of  oak  or  chestnut.  The 
lamp  was  only  lit  at  meal-times,  I bent  my  head  to  be  able  to 
decipher,  in  Ihe  firelight,  Ihe  books  the  C Ingnat  schoolmaster  lent 
joe*  I shall  be  told  this  is  all  changed.  That  was  at  the  time 
ftf  *hc  war;  it  is  clear  that  in  those  years  of  trials  and  unhapni- 
gni  it  was  necessary  to  work  more  and  do  without  entertain- 
^pem!  Now  the  young  peasants  can  rest;  they  can  even  read 
■d  winter  by  the  clear  light  of  elect ricity. 

ft  Unfortunately,  it  i*  not  true  that  there  have  been  such  changes 


for  the  better  Listen  to  what  the  numerous  correspondents  who 
have  replied  to  our  peasant  inquiry  say.  From  Loti  lay  (Charentc- 
Mari  time  I:  **  Young  cultivators  have  hardly  any  leisure  except 
in  ihe  winter."  From  Pro  tvde-M  olio  ( Laslcrn  Pyrenees): 
leisure  ap.iri  from  an  occasional  Sunday,  because  Ihe  cattle  have 
to  be  tended,  and  on  these  days  the  young  men  go  to  ihe  vil- 
lage and  drink,"  From  Scringes  (Aisnel:  11  The  young  have  r*o 
leisure  time.  In  ihe  week,  because  of  ihe  long  day’s  work,  they 
have  hardly  an  instant  s freedom.  On  Sunday  they  are  again 
wanted  to  (end  to  ihe  calllc*  They  spend  the  rest  of  their  time 
in  the  cafes."  From  La  Nounille  (Crease*:  "No  recreation  for 
the  >oung.  save  a few  dances  m the  winter  at  which,  for  lack  of 
knowledge,  the  Chopin  w,du  is  more  practised  than  the  Yienesc 
wait/*" 


Hardly  any  leisure  for  the  adolescent,  that  is  the  general 
cry.  And  when  the  young  peasant  does  have  a little  time  in  the 
winter  above  all,  *#  they  arc  left  lo  ihcmxclves*  following  tbeir 
own  inclinations " writes  a comrade  from  St-Germiine-li- 
C'ampagne  (Hurc), 

There  are  hardly  any  communal  libraries,  few  cinemas,  few 
youth  circles  organising  entertainments  and  study  for  Ihe  leisure 
limes*  The  comrades  m Anost  (SaonC'Cf -Loire)  say  (hat  a 
film  i*  shown  every  week,  however  out  of  date,  and  altogether 
unsuitable  for  (he  work  of  moral  and  intellectual  development 
of  the  youth.  " A sad  conception  of  popular  education  ” they 
write  bitterly. 


Cio  to  the  neighbouring  town?  Sometimes  they  go  there 
if  they  have  bicycle*.  Otherwise  they  have  to  "walk  three  mik* 
to  get  a bus”  they  write  from  Jonquicrcs  (Hcrault), 

Then  7 Then  "they  go  to  the  cabaret  " says  a comrade  from 
Cormier  (Lure!  "drunkenev;  develops  beneath  numerous  notice* 
posted  up  to  ensure  its  repression/' 

I understand  that  the  moralise  rs,  the  hypocrites  who  some- 
times extol  the  advantages  of  country  life  and  another  tin** 
*corn  the  peasant  as  tving  M dull,  badly  clothed,  smelling 
strongly  and  prone  to  bending  the  eldow,"  arc  annoyed*  They 
do  not  understand  the  illusions  of  these  young  lads  who  <Wtw 
themselves  they  arc  happy  because  they  do  themselves  hinn  m 
consuming  liquids  their  stomachs  reject,  l.et  them  give  the** 
young  peasants  a better  existence*  lei  them  be  protected  against 
too  heavy  work  and  too  long  days.  Let  them  be  give®  the 
mean*  to  better  use  their  leisure,  by  creating  everywhere  libraries* 
circles  with  cinema*  and  meeting  halls;  let  them  be  allowed  to 
taste,  thanks  to  the  radio*  the  joys  of  music;  then  Uy  out  payiaS 
field*”- the  young  country  folk  can  very*  well  play  football  cr 
pedal  a cycle  —and  the  cabarets  will  be  empty.  And 
the  young  peasants  will  turn  less  towards  ihe  town  whcie 
of  their  elders  I bought  to  find  work*  well- be  inland  hi 


and  where  they  have  been  broken,  dismissed 
condemned  lo  unemployment  and  poverty. 

It  is  in  the  village  and  for  the  village  that  the  youth 
in  the  tirxi  place  be  saved. 


^ ° * Id  Youth  Review 


( hanges  Which  are  Taking  Place 
\niong  German  Youth 
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tnKinp  place  in  Germany  m the  midst  of  the 

whole  pcork*.  Here  arc  a few 
....  ..  . . are  K'^nj-  on  among  the  Hitler 

The  Hitler  Youth  has  been  and  remain*  a very  strong 
t ion*  a compulsory  organisation.  But,  whai  is  coiok  on 
\ on  til  h*|S  joined  up,  ha*  signed  membership  forms,  but 
forced  into  all  sorts  of  exercise*.  That,  in  Hitler  termi* 
, is  called  vcfvice;  a movement  is  developing  within  the 
Y*>uffi  land  above  all  since  last  September)  against  “ per- 
service  Here  arc  sonic  figures:  in  Bavaria  60  to  70  per 
the  Hitler  Youth  did  not  take  p irt  in  the  youth  service, 
tartan  centres,  such  as  Berlin  and  the  Ruhr,  large  numbers 
■ people  have,  equally,  taken  no  pan  in  this  service. 


I hi 


have 

\Uht 
i hi*  a 


a great  shortage  of  officials.  Whole  units  either 
to  evist  any  more  or  need  to  be  formed  again, 
arc  5,600  paid  officials  for  the  youth  “-officials 


in 


the 


c * 

c caved 

ugh  there 

not  badly  paid  either  it  is  necessary  to  add  to  this  figure 
En.:ji:stoTsp  (he  othccrs*  the  S,A.  official*,  the  doctors,  who 
r[.  forced  to  serve  in  the  Hitler  Youth,  and  are  charged  with 
vinj:  the  young  people  a military  education,  for  liaison  work  in 
- - i , ni\  and  with  the  S,S. 

the  Hitler  Youth  have  had  to  express  themselves  openly  on 
'c  v events  within  their  organisation,  and  this  occurred  pre- 
vC- . after  the  so-called  great  victory  in  September  last. 

\ i official  admits  that  there  is  discontent  among  the  youth. 
The  organ  oi  the  Hitler  Youth  had  a weekly  sate  of  50,000 
ihaugh  the  organisation  has  from  six  to  seven  million  members; 

■ \ed  publication  on  Aprill,  as  did  the  regional  papers.  They 
. . the  struggle  is  over,  that  there  is  now  no  need  of  such 
k ptrxT,  and  thw  produce  a monthly  journal,  costing  30  pfennigs, 
7hul  n a lot  of  money.  This  monthly  journal  prints  1 00,000 
pics  that  is  very  small,  since  it  is  the  only  journal  for  the 
-.ouih.  Its  contents  are  clearly  orientated  towards  war. 

In  April  a new  law  was  passed.  They  wanted  to  smash  the 
discontent  at  perpetual  service.  What  did  this  law  say?  There 
nn^t  be  close  collaboration  between  the  leaders  of  the  Hiller 
youth  and  the  arrm.  Pre military  service  became  compulsory' 
from  the  ages  of  I0'  to  IS.  I hc  law  compel*  young  people  to 
enter 'the  Hitler  Youth,  and  their  parents  to  enrol  them.  Parents 
rcl .discs  who  do  not  obey  this  order  wall  be  punished  either 
*Lih  a fine  as  high  ns  150  marks  or  with  imprisonment.  Tho^c 
■* ho  try  to  prevent  their  children  from  joining  the  compulsory 
organisation  to  be  lined  10,000  marks  with  the  alternative  of  live 

v cars’  imprisonment,  . , k 

The  lexers  have  created  two  diMinct  organisations:  the 
.ou;h  in  general,  and  the  old  youth.  hove  who  have  already 
been  members  <>i  the  Youth  for  a year  arc  in  the  category  ot  the 
old  vouth,  and  all  the  rest  are  classified  as  general  youth,  t im 
is  a safety  measure,  t hey  want  to  try  to  get  hold  of  the  nwl- 
contents,  and  eliminate  them  from  the  youth  which  arc  so 
Mdered  reliable,  but  I his  will  not  be  successful. 

It  is  clear  that  our  slogan,  which  is  that  of  comradeship. 
:ruc  comradeship,  is  beginning  to  gain  ground.  We  tell  t c 
that  it  is  fteccvciry  to  develop  comradeship  against  P^P^  1 
'kc.  (or  the  protection  of  the  youth,  for  greater  freedom  m the 
collaboration  of  young  people.  It  is  evident  that  the 
being  taken  against  the  Hiller  Youlh  contmuc  to  Et 

people.  For  example,  the  “ general  youth  d«>  not  rceavc  < 
band  with  the  swastika,  and  is  not  allowed  to  J*e  . „ic 
of  the  Hitler  Youth.  They  do  not  receive  the  Hitler  Yo«Mh  eagle 
Young  Hitlerites  have  developed  this  optn'on  • We  do  ru >t  » 

in>  classes,  but  that  goes  to  create  classes.  Tbat  i > P 
IM.  but  a,  ,hc  same  time  very  clear.  That 
daw  spirit  has  penetrated  into  the  minds  of  the  >o  S>  * 

,UJ»  this  increases  oor  task.  It  means  that,  parallel  wUh  VW 
^b.ngc  that  is  taking  place  in  the  midst  of  ths  . * 

10  carry  on  a more  serious  educational  work-  , h 

arc,  for  example,  very  saljifcd  ^u*1.  amc>n^ 

^nrktn  the  desire  to  aid  the  youth  in  developing, 

till  now,  the  worker  sail*  of  the  >ovith 


quarrdv  The  youngster  would  pa  home  and  »y  **  Hitler  to 
*aid  ihi*.  Hitler  has  done  The  old  man  rent  LCd  - Clear 

°vut  Y?JLarc  * do  001  *»•»  to  tor  invito*  of 

this.  The  mother  beg/m  to  catch  the  young  one  The  taucr 

does  not  under siand  anything.  There  are  divnom  m the  until* 
,md  thal  is  what  fascism  wanU  We  do  noi  *,ni  The  pr  > - 
lauan  family  to  be  broken  up:  w«  want  unity  of  ihe  family  for 
unity  in  the  family  Mrcnyihcm  the  unity  of  the  working  cla*%, 
and  if  Ihc  working  class  warm  to  earn  on  j uniicd  struck 
ihc  factor  lev  it  has  ncid  of  the  youth. 

Cermuny's  youth  i-  no;  only  in  the 

Hitler  youth,  but  also  in  the  factories,  and  there  are  many 
organised  movements,  not  only  among  the  working  class  but 
among  (he  workm^la**  youth  as  well.  In  the  mining  drainer 
where  the  working  class  is  mo*i  advanced,  thanks  to  our  +q*k 
the  young  workers  arc  leading  a struggle  agamvi  seven-year 
apprenticeship  agreements-  With  l about  Service  and  Mslita:  t 
Service  this  comes  to  ten  >earv  which  means  that  a %oung  work' 
does  not  receive  a full  wage  till  he  is  25. 

I his  holds  no  future,  gives  no  dignjf)  to  labour,  and  this 
idea  penetrates  everything.  A third  o:  all  the  young  workers 
have  refused  to  sign  the  apprenticeship  contract  for  young  miners. 
There  arc  more  besides,  bui  even  the  fascist  pre*v  has  been  forced 
to  admit  this  third  whose  apprenticeship  contracts  hav^  had  :o 
be  cancelled. 

We  have  published  a pamphlet  addressed  to  the  mining 
youth,  in  which  we  take  up  out  portion  on  this  question,  -md 
where  we  demonstrate  how  the  young  people  in  the  minc>  of 
the  VSS  K.  live.  VVe  £*c  books  to  the  miners  relatives,  we  give 
them  advice,  and  this  contributes  to  helping  the  movement  Com* 
radeship  between  the  working-class  youth  and  the  Catholic  youth 
is  increasing;  in  Germany  youth  units  is  to-day  develop  n:  m 
the  form  of  a comradeship. 

The  Tragic  Position  of  the 
Peasant  Youth  in  Italy 

'IJ'VEN  though  fascism  has  plunged  the  whole  of  the  Italian 
“youth  into  great  intellectual  and  material  poverty,  the  situation 
of  the  peasant  youth  is  more  desperate  still. 

The  wages  of  voung  agricultural  workers  have  been  grc.uh 
reduced  in  comparison  with  what  they  were  when  fascism  came 


It  is  lost. 


,0  power.  siaHo  RaM  showed  in  his  essay.  CWreri  er 
rniMr/m  (Ullti  risii  olwra  t tali  ana  (Problem*  of  nee  cultivation  in 
Italy),  that  the  ycarl>  wages  of  young  ^uUurri l workers  i 
1 omellina  had  fallen  in  nine  years  from  _.l_5  lire  .o  - - I 
in  e-rnin  ecions  of  Southern  Italy,  young  agricultural  workers 

receive  a wag®  no  greater  than  30  ccntitimi  an  hour. 

. _ t’vcn  to  buv  *i  kind  ot  s *ciu 


,,  day's  work  IS  not  enough  even  to  buy 
2 IbA 


V . ' P till  now.  the  worKers  sain  r,  - , . Prttnl0|ed 

Noihmg  «n  be  done  about  it.  ihc  young  pcoplc  arc  ^lc  rm,,ny 
,n  'he  home  there  was  often  a great  deal  of  trouble,  m.  n. 


■The  exptetolio;  of  the 

*.  The  .Uttar  of  XSfSe ^ *.S"hhni««. 
Appeniiie*.  etc.  it  o spopoumenu  uc  , r family  is 

ctcY  ssri.es.  af.cr  having  ^ ‘ limit 

compelled  to  work  dew,  of  holidays,  even : 

working  hourx.  deposing  thcr  e.  j j,  t[,c  aj.c  0f  (,>ui 

-There  are  no  t c»Se.  You  need 

or  five,  children  arej I^^^Vcaring.  instead  of 
to  see  them,  their  f«l  ^ ^ult  of  the 

:,n  overcoat,  a [ A t0  understand  the  reason- 

family,  exposed  to  oo  d and  tvn.  to ^unu  ,hen 

for  the  extremely  early  old-age  oi  Jnc^  f*..  ' 

are  thirlv  have  neither  teeth  nor  vsHiuy 
tht>  arc  sntnv,  na  « arc  crushed  with 

In  the  prevetti  sillttbon, . _ voters  have  decreased,  the 

Havant*  aud  the  pamcularly 

their  comumptioii-  Th?1_^11.:.  wcm  is  absoluitly  evident, 
on  (he  youth,  whoie  i^WM™.  Hational  Fascist  Wood* 

Potior  Gimam  Sahr  » yQUe  C^nica  ' U fegion 

land  Mil  hi**  claims  in  his  K k from  mairc  floor)  i 

ha silT fofKl'o'f  the*pea sants  and  that  il  occupies  a sovereign 

,i0fi-  - Among 

^ nine  children,  the  oldest  being  , < 


v the 
povi- 
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Nil,  ,8 


If  I? 


*1.  ’ f 

l he  Iona  do  they  have  to  live  on  during 

l heir  home?  s2-flB<>rous  winter,  cut  ofT  from  everything  wvc 
else*  Viiim  fmi  .?  * polenta/  and  often  on  nothin! 

mother  and VllhgrCl . FamttX  compiled  of  father. 
Thev  h-ivrt  * children*  wHom  ihc  eldest  i%  ten  yean  old, 
‘P^nh  :i,hou^  "0  cattle,  The  children  eat 

to  tv  fmiA  i ^ mi  U *s  only  on  rare  occasions  that  there  is 
Aixtrt  tt  J a ntfcrojcoplc  portion  of  cheese  in  the  house." 
,vLt  f r,\m  underfeeding,  the  children  nearly  always  are 


*Kl  a microscopic  portion  of  cheese  in  the  house 
i Under  feeding,  the  child 
most  elementary  conditi 
in  various  faxe  st  rnonogr 

In  liaK-  tWia^f  ^Maf1t  housing  to  hast 
with  tk*  Iflndowncti  arc  concerned  more  with  stables  than 


VllyUPh  J,x  ri,  I * . r ””  J L-l  •*  ’ ' ■ 

ik  i|wi  Jn  Vanoih  fasc  st  monographs  the  pages  dealing 

■ - *'es^f.P^axant  housing  to  have  a painful  impression. 


.k  v ■ ;”v"mn  .in;  tuuix 

mo**  ** - ”°uscs  of  the  peasants,  because  animats  arc  considered 
m0rc  precious  than  men, 

n the  Puglie  district,  for  example,  60  per  cent  of  the  peasant 


f . / „ ,h4X_?  one-room  houses,  sometimes  only  twelve  to  fifteen 
1“  ^ rig  In, it  means  that  seven  or  eight  people,  or  ocn  more, 

ti^v  a phac  to  sleep,  to  prepare  food  and  do  ihc  other 

Jf?  necessary  to  lit e in  a space  ISO  feet  square.  Young 

n VC  ■ aric*  0,^‘  w°n*cn*  men,  children,  sick  and  Well,  live  day  and 
m a repugnant  promiscuity  And  more  often  than  not  the 
‘iiuma.s  sleep  in  the  same  room. 

From  the  day  of  their  binh  the  children  have  to  Jive  in  these 
no  ises  and  cannot  grow  strong.  On  this  question  Sata  writes: 
^ .c  attention  must  he  paid  to  the  children,  for  the  race  is 
suilermg  and  degenerating  for  a whole  scries  of  reasons.*1 
t hddren  Oltcn  short  of  bread  and  a hygienic  place  to  live  in, 
v;:n  the  result  that  an  c\er- growing  number  fall  victims  to  typhus 
a nd  dysentery. 

And  indeed,  according  to  the  findings  of  Anmiario  Startstico 
Stain  no,  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  has  increased  in  a few 
years  by  1 10  per  cent,  of  scarlatina  bv  45  per  cent  (approximately), 
while  diphtheria  has  doubled. 

The  extremely  grave  position  of  the  young  peasants  is  also 
shown  by  the  increase  in  infantile  mortality.  The  fascist  paper, 
// Corner*  Pedano,  of  Ferrate,  writes  on  this  question: 

" Without  going  into  details  and  without  quoting  figures, 
we  can  state  that  in  recent  years  the  death-rate  has  indeed 
tended  to  increase,  and  this  increase  is  accompanied  by  a fail 
in  the  birth-rate  to  such  an  extent  that  in  Ferrarc  province  the 
birth-rate  has  in  a few-  years  fallen  from  2,295  to  1,654, 

The  fascist  monograph  *r  Mezzadri  e pice  off  Cofticaiori  *' 
(Tenant  farmers  and  small  cultivators)  of  Umbria  says  on 
page  3 1 : 

" Infantile  mortality  (up  to  the  .ige  of  six)  is  very  high. 
It  oscillates  between  a minimum  percentage  of  11,75  and  a 
maximum  of  43.9*  with  an  average  of  32.53.  Without  any 
doubt  one  of  the  principle  reasons  for  this  high  infantile 
mortality  is  to  be  found  in  the  irrational  feeding  of  the 
children/1 

This  colossal  increase  in  infantile  mortality  demonstrates  in 
documentary  fashion  that  fascism  has  transformed  Italy  not  only 
into  a vast  barracks,  but  also  into  a big  hospital, 

THE  LABOUR  CONTRACT  MAKES  THE  YOUNG 

PEASANTS  SLAVES 

Under  the  fascist  regime  the  young  peasant  U the  victim  of 
cruel  exploitation  by  the  employer. 

The  peasant  contracts  toy  ti  down  that  the  signature  of  the 
head  of  the  family  on  the  contract  deprives  the  young  peasant  as 
well  of  all  freedom  The  medieval  clause  makes  the  young 
peasant  no  more  than  a slave.  He  cannot  dispose  of  his  own  life, 
cuAftoi  leave  the  village,  nor  his  family,  in  order  to  seek  a less 
strenuous  work.  He  has  no  claim  to  demand  an  account  of  (he 
family  budget  because  he  is  considered  to  be  an  inferior  person. 
The  \oung  peasant  receives  no  payment  for  his  labour.  The  head 
0*  Ihc  fumly  buys  his  clothes  for  him,  and  from  time  to  time 
gives  him  a few  halfpence*  hardly  enough  with  which  to  buy  a 

I lute  tobacco. 

Young  peasants  often  marry  without  having  known  each 
beforehand.  Th«4C  remnants  of  feudalism  arc  particularly 
clous  in  Southern  Italy,  where  poverty  is  the  greatest  and  the 
.vcmeni  of  ihe  peasant  by  the  landowner  k still  more  savage. 
/mo£>«aX  ,{/  ewrrtSW SkUM"  (The  Sicilian  peasant*) 
ead  that  the  son  of  a rich  peasant  may  not  marry  the  daughter 


of  a poor  peasant,  that  a young  agricultural  labourer  nu>  no: 
marry  Ihc  daughter  of  a peasant,  however  poor,  because  he  docs 
not  own  any  land* 

Naturally*  fascism  utilise*  these  vestiges  of  feudalism  m or  dir 
the  more  to  exploit  and  hold  in  submission  the  peasant  masses  of 
the  South  of  Italy,  and  particularly  the  youth. 

I or  this  reason  it  is  not  surprising  that  in  ceMain  zone*  of 
Southern  Italy  50  per  ccm  of  the  population  is  completely 
illiterate. 

There  are  agricultural  contracts  in  which  the  landowner,  *ho 
is  sometimes  owner  of  the  whole  village,  forbids  the  young 
peasants  to  have  any  relationships  with  inhabitants  of  neighbour- 
ing villages.  Other  contracts  forbid  the  young  people  to  dance, 
since  dancing  is  considered  M immoral/1 

The  landowners  insert  into  Ihe  contracts  clauses  which  force 
the  young  girls  to  go  lo  the  landlord  s house  (either  in  town  or 
in  the  country)  to  do  til  sorts  of  domestic  duties  (chopping  wood, 
cleaning,  washing,  gardening,  etc.).  They  receive  no  pay  for  this 
work.  In  a word,  fascism  has  returned  to  Italy  to  those  ahead) 
far-off  days  when  the  peasant  was  considered  as  a slave. 

The  " ganoncclli  **  (young  farm-hands)  :tre  particular!) 
ploitcd.  The  great  majority  of  these  garzoncclli  are  “natural-’ 
children  that  bourgeois  society  calls  **  bastards/’  and  whose 
number  has  increased  considerably  under  fascism— far  the  in- 
crease  m poverty  has  also  led  to  an  increase  in  prostitution. 
These  garzoncelli  arc  placed  with  rich  peasants  or  landow-ncrs, 
who  exploit  them  in  barbarous  fashion.  They  are  true  slaves 
For  them  there  is  neither  a definite  working  day.  nor  time  for 
sleep.  They  do  all  the  most  difficult  work,  and  often  arc  not  even 
allowed  to  live  in  the  house.  In  this  case  they  sleep  in  the  stable, 
on  a miserable  straw  mattress,  and  their  only  furniture  will  br  a 
small  wooden  box.  In  ihe  Italian  villages  this  formula  has  become 
a proverb:  “ After  the  wnich-dog  comes  the  farm-boy," 

It  is  not  surprising  if  these  poor  pariahs  of  taxes*;  society 
supply  a big  percentage  of  the  criminals. 

And  think  that  fascism  has  the  cynicism  to  set  itself  up  4% 
protector  of  the  voush  and  to  post  up  the  dogan  ” Largo  au 
giovani  " (Way  for  the  Young). 

But*  like  all  ihc  other  fascist  slogans,  this  ore  means,  as  we 
have  shown  on  the  basis  of  figures  and  quotations  from  olficial 
publications  oj  the  fascist  regime,  a barbarous  medieval  exploita- 
tion of  the  peasant  youth  and  of  the  whole  of  the  Italian  youth, 

Austria's  Youth  is  Fighting: 
for  National  Independence 

By  Otto  Meier 

IJESISTANCE  to  the  fascist  regime  of  plunder  is  showing 
^ itself  openly  even  in  the  most  distant  mountain  villages. 
The  illegal  organ  of  the  Austrian  Young  Communists  Jung 
Oe s ter  tele  h (Young  Austria)  publishes  the  following  report 

“It  is  learned  from  Smbing  (Stvria)  that  often  after 
the  Sunday  services  there  have  been  conflicts  between  ihe 
Catholic  peasants  and  the  fascists  These  1 alter  heap 
insults  on  the  peasants*  One  day  a young  peasant  lad  shouted 
at  the  top  of  his  voice  in  the  midst  of  a si  niggle,  ‘ We  do  not 
need  Hitler*  vvt  can  eat  our  butter  ourselves/  The  crowd 
took  tip  this  cry  with  enthusiasm.  Arrests  were  made  by 
the  police  and  the  S ST 

The  Austrian  youth*  conducting  a struggle  against  foreign 
fascist  domination,  is  animated  by  the  feeling  of  solidarity  with 
the  fvoplcs  whose  countries  have  become  the  object  of  Hitler's 
coups  de  force.  This  youth  loves  its  Fatherland,  but  it  k 
equally  concerned  for  and  respectful  of  the  freedom  of  other 
people v and  docs  not  allow  Hitler  to  use  it  to  enslave  them.  A 
few  days  after  the  occupation  of  Czechoslovakia,  the  young 
Viennese  published  an  appeal  to  the  Czech  youth: 

The  German  fascists,"  this  appeal  said*  **  have  robbed 
you  of  your  Fatherland  and  have  destroyed  vour  freedom 
and  your  democracy*  You  arc  reduced  to  the  state  of 
slaves  by  these  brute  beasts,  in  the  same  way  as  we  Austrians 
arc  We  understand  youi  sufferings,  your  unhappiness 
Tears  of  anger,  of  hatred  and  vengeance  fill  our  eyes. 
Courage,  courage  and  again  courage,  brothers!  Nothing 
can  be  (or  eve*  lost  it  man  himself  does  no!  give  up  the 
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We  firmly  believe  tlui  iK?  ^ 

( ttChiHlovatia  willoppo>c 
ltfd  resistance.  In  this  struggle.  we,  [he  yffry$ 
"■ill  be  al  your  tides  without  fail.  We  are  rcadv 
Wood  and  our  young  live,  to  win  with  yout£ 
..ltd  independence  o!  Chechoslovakia  and  Auviria  ' 
[.<  Ihou-aild  young  Atis-tnins  have  been  mobilised  for  the 
■■»/»  under  the  command  of  German  fascists  Th*r- 
v.  in  ivtlitftr  for  every  50  young  comcrip  s 

L-  'I-  ilie  *n  eyc-wiincw  describes  the  sendin-  of 
L md  VL>ung  Viennese  lo  the  camps: 

■ v;  she  young  men  had  a uniform  with  a Mwast^a  on 
. tvu'  I he  younR  people  made  friends  with  each  other 
.^lately.  They  though!  little  about  what  was  awaitins 
Tin  m.my  relatives  xaying  goodbye  to  their  sons’ 

_ . f brothers  who  were  going  to  the  c imps.  behaved  quite 
j,iK-'emh  The)  Knew  what  fate  was  in  store  for  those 
AV  went  there.  A young  worker  whose  brother  was 
those  mobilised  said:  1 We  have  told  him  lo  put  a 
a -ika  on  his  letter  if  conditions  are  bad  and  two 
ohkas  it  they  are  very  bad.  If  that  happens  we  sbM 
immediately  try  to  gel  him  back."* 

S ;^:h  afterwards,  the  fust  letters  arrived  from  the  camps. 
,,v  ao  c veritable  cries  o;  despair  from  young  people  cheated 
j Jcceocsi.  The  camps  were  in  no  way  equipped  as  the 
hoastingly  proclaimed.  Hie  youngsters  were  forced  to 
up  at  five  in  the  morning  immediately  to  begin  difficult  work. 
H convicts'  labour  that  went  on  till  nightfall.  The  fortnightU 
a n onlv  13  marks  each,  And  from  this  wage  there  was 
5®  " marks  for  the  sickness  fund*  the  Hitler  Youth 
^niribution,  find  so  on. 

\ nt  ! ids  worked  in  the  homes  of  the  fascist  bosses  and  the 
.vATi-^s  t ood  as  a rule  was  potatoes  and  codec.  Occasionally 
- a;  would  be  a meat  dish.  I he  workers  received  very  brutal 
; j ::’Tcnt*  and  often  they  were  beaten  This  is  what  there  was 
ai  these  letters  home.  letters  written  in  blood.  Often 
iencek**  young  people  found  a solution  in  escaping.  One  of 
v<  who  was  m the  camps  speaks  in  these  terms  of  the  life  of 
<:  voting  Austrians: 

" In  the  Labour  Camps  the  fascists  insult  the  Austrians 
on  c^crv  occasion.  The  favourite  expression  of  the  head 
of  si-e  Thuringen  camp  was  * the  lazy  Austrian  pigs/  It  goes 
without  raying  that  the  Austrians  work  in  fitting  conformity 
:ti  this  treatment  of  over-zealous  chiefs.  A worker  back 
jorn  rhuringen  said  the  Austrians  are  solidly  united  ansi 
uk  not  try  to  keep  to  the  working  speed  of  the  camps. 
Ever)  day  there  are  violent  disputes  between  them  and  the 
Germans,  With  satisfaction  the  worker  observed  that  the 
other  young  people  are  beginning  to  follow’  the  example 
of  the  Viennese  'in  beginning  to  work  in  the  Austrian 
fashion/  " 

THE  STRUGGLE  Ol  THE  COMMUNIST  YOUTH 

The  Young  Communist  League  of  Austria  works  tirelessly 
ncr sever irtgly  for  the  creation  of  a united  front  of  struggle 
v >oung  patriot',  against  ihe  foreign  fascist  dictators.  Already 
is  unity  of  action  bciwccn  communist  and  socialist  you  in 
l?oups  in  ibi*  country.  In  many  places  these  groups  arc  already 
•orLfng  together.  , 

The  Prussian  Commissars  tremble  before  the  N 
joiitli.  tempered  in  the  .struggle  against  the  enslavers.  Trie 
awing  Lie:  shows  that.  The  hw  on  forced  labour  lor  ail 
ind  girK  aged  from  ID  to  18*  which  recently  became 
JPftttve  in  Germany*  also  compels  them  lo  be  members  el  iw 
Jliflcr  Youth.  However,  tllL  law  was  provisionally  cancel ud 
^Vienna  for  the  reason  that  4‘ the  Viennese  youth  too 
Eliminated  with  Marxism/'  One  single  year  of  Hiller 
y^lion  was  not  enough  to  change  that  state  of  aitair 
fawiim  fears  lest  this  youth,  forcibly  dnven  into  the 
£“«  organiwiions.  vet  remaining  faithful  to  us  revolutionary 
E£P{*%  Should  communicate  them  to  the  other  sect!™  or  _ 
Youth  and  bring  it  into  the  war  of  Mttetlri 

leaders  fear  above  all  revolutionary  ac\io 
the  v ° * ,hc  Hitler  Youth,  conducted,  not  without  sueccis.  h) 

ill  I**  Correctness  of  their  directive*  n to*day  recognise  * 
lourtg  patriots  of  Austria  These  directives  lay  down 


whai  must  be  the  auiludc  of  she  f . v 

Hitler  Youth  or^niiaiiont1  Youth  tow,  . ♦he 


organisation* : 

» question  of  acting  in  u«h  * way  that  the 

the  tinv  of  tf«ir  hl«fa!^wi^e*iK^<>t,,i.,he’r  OWI*  experience. 
’ , Z*?  “Li,  t,be1ra,lwl  » through  an  implacable struitdc 
of  the  whole  people  againvi  Hitler  faseSm  “ 


‘mrf^ht'v^ah  r^rSe 

"and  Z?  tmt  CO!U,'u  '“-day  of  a broad 

char  ieier  nf  rv.'  ’ C'P°*  !hc  dcnuigogy  ami  the  robber 

Lh-iraeier  of  t.ernun  lawi^rn,  Th^  w il  on!-,  be  re.  li^i 

vl<CKnr«Jl?  ,hat  ,h^c  lV*  determined  struggle  by  the 
>outh  ror  ^ reoaotme.  pohtica]  a«l  cultural  i"r«tv 

,u  l"C  ,®f  the  lotalitarian  fascist  i1k:.!o:- 

^■,“nlr,c,?f  CT,»>  this  viruggle  i.  to  be  found 
in  the  midst  of  the  Hitler  Youth,  the  German  Young  Girb 
organisation  and  other  legal  bodies  The  ia«k  of  ;df  young 
anti-fatculs  ts  to  concentrate  their  forces  in  these  organisa* 
lions,  to  evUblKh  a mutu:il  tindersi^ ruling,  and  to  develop 
^1!  povst biC  form*  of  rentl^pce  to  exploitation*  opprouop* 
lavcist  war  provocation  ,nd  to  all  ihe  measures  of  the 
T h'.K  it. is  in  no  way  a bciray:il  of  the  cause 
of  the  revolutionary  movement  of  tic  youth  for  .uri-raichi 
elements  to  join  the  Hitler  Youth,  if  this  is  linked  Adh  the 
struggle  lor  the  independence  of  Austria,  against  Hiller 
domination.  On  the  contrary,  in  this  way  tbe  patriotic  youth 
carries  owl  a revolutionary  task  in  the  Austrian  people's 
struggle  for  freedom/* 

The  militant  mouthpiece  of  all  young  patriots  is  the  review 
Jun%  Qcxttrreich  ^ Young  Austria),  ejtted  illegally  b\  the 
Austrian  Young  Communists-  In  ihe  foreword  to  the  first 
number  of  Jung  OrsttrnrU ht  it  ^ald: 

"Our  people,  which  in  an  overwhelming  m.*)orils 
struggles  against  foreign  domination,  muM  find  at  its  side 
a youth  that  is  strong  and  ready  to  fighl.  Young  Austria 
will  do  everything  possible  to  unite  the  youth,  to  make  of 
them  the  decisive  front-1  irte  Iroops  for  Austrian  freedom/' 
The  Young  Communist  I caput  of  Austria,  conscious  of  the 
great  tasks  before  it.  envisage*  ihe  future  with  confidence  Not 
for  nolhimj  do  its  resolutions  contain  the  following  words: 

The  Young  Communists  have  a great  task  before 
them  -that  of  marching  in  the  front  rank  of  the  anti-fascist 
south,  that  of  making  all  young  patriots  conscious  of  the 
necessity  of  a struggle  for  liberation  of  the  whole  of  the 
people  against  foreign  domination'1 

Canadian  Voting:  Communists 
in  Session 

By  Charlie  Stewart  (National  Chairman  YCU 

mHE  National  Conference  of  ihe  Canadian  Y.C.L..  which  met 
1 in  Winnipeg  on  July  5 and  6 with  ?9  delegate,  and  wo 

fraternal  delegate,  present,  was  an  Scan« 

League.  This  Conference  is  of  special  sipitonce  for  w wwuse 

uS?  an  election  year.  Thh 

ssrsjf  ISSs 

*1,d  ffiiiSi*S!!e5yS3j: 

WCI1  tK  tta  decis  'c  ta^  r ,e  , .Ak  - 1<?  dl,  M ,n  our 

M?«hi  UbJLr  and  Jernoe ratiefg*  ' «'“*  a 
cratic  majority  in  the  fonhessmm*  bodies  behind  one 

enemic/o"  £ og^v  All  iteps  leading  in  this  direction  .ill  add 

up  to  spell  victories  for  the  P*»PJ  ^ wilL  wherever  possible. 

During  the  election  «*W  0f  organisation  that  will 

help  in  the  formation  i f . ,n  thc  elections.  In  some 

I merest  wide  sccitons  oraSStioo*  *3  decide  upon  will 

places  the  forms  that  >oui"  which  would  study  !he 

likely  be  non-partlsaa _yoajh  W^Xir  records,  organising 
platforms  of  - ^ «ou'ld  appear  and  have  them 

forums  where  f*"^  :‘r<wj.upon  youth  demands 

tf'Pr1-ks'hVote^'Tluhs^^^  Jill  be  organised  in  many  ctt.es  lo 


it»4 


\V  otld  Y oulh  ?<c  v 1 c vv 


first  voter*  v.  ^ 

Personality  of  a r tommillcc*  organised  around  the 
s'mistliuencics  t,  A 1 H ' i c ujn  he  .1  popular  form  in  many 
J^raihon^  hav  riil«  *P*ctJ«ular  forms  as  Mice  parades,  walking 
do  much  io  iff-  th*'  c c ‘ wdh  appropriate  slogans  visible  will 
°nlv  some  of  ihi-  '^S'naiton  of  young  people.  These  arc 

young  people  K*hmdi 'T*  l**!Ll  wc  w*11  help  organise  to  wjn 
In  Ih  ml  ? La  hour-  Progressive  candidates 
:cvpoitaibiiiiv  o'  ^’vcr^  ai  the  Conference*  th-' 

organtsanom  w .v  1 gllc  /llHj  °nier  Progressive  youth 

excuse  for  unv  pfA!U dined  as  follows:  "There  must  be  no 

lifter  ar^l  wsu  h ^rc'vlvc  vomh  organisation  to  sit  on  the  side* 
«he  Mm*  w~  ,L.  T^P0"  »«  by  Wc  wans  to  he  player*  >« 


the  cam*  \vv  ik.  1 11  o>\  We  want  to  be  players  in 

tOmcihino  >n  V,u,>h.  have  .1  st.ikc  in  Canada  ana  we  have 

out  and  2JVX  whaf,  going  on.  It  i*  up  10  u*  to  get 

of  proerc^N  t^r  . V'^V  making  our  contribution  to  the  Cause 

sw  1 l *,,,d  ■<»  people/’ 

little  over  ?;  Fighrh  National  Convention*  wliich  was  held  a 
1 c , Hk,  *.  n :i^°‘  improvements  in  many  phases  of  our 
K,  Ai  the  time 'of  the  Munich 

ot  theViYi*  ' \n*.  ,ulL*  maw  meetings  were  held  in  most 

:he  tv witirtr,  ^F^‘’cls  :,r1^  stiekcr%  were  .issued  bringing  forward 
V|r^;  - of  our  League^  Our  branches  raised  thousand*  of 
u c CtlTT]^,Sn  10  aid  Spanish  children.  Youth  Centres 

has  BuSS^i^ESIStt^/^  League  in  a number  of  cities.  This 
' ''  L r*  possible  for  our  own  members  and  for  hundreds  of 

* Pf°rc  ,n  me  communities  where  we  opened  centres  to 
pa  li pate  in  recreational  and  cultural  activity.  In  Vancouver, 
‘ “ ,lIU  tn  Toronto.  Ontario,  our  League  Branches  raised 
.m>ru'>  and  k>od  to  help  the  transient  single  unemployed  in  their 
struggle  for  Jobs  at  Detent  Wages, 

. hl?y?*T  ^Us  **1^0  seen  our  League  improve  its  contri- 
bution in  helping  to  bring  about  united  actions  among  youth 
organisations  in  the  light  lor  peace,  social  and  cultural  and 
economic  needs  of  youth.  While  recording  these  advances  we 
nevertheless  ice!  that  much  more  could  have  been  done. 

In  order  that  our  League  will  in  a truly  Marxist- Leninist 

uec  up  to  our  tasks  in  the  coming  federal  election,  in  the 
tight  :or  peace,  in  the  Light  for  the  social  and  economic  needs 
Ot  young  people*  greater  emphasis  than  ever  before  wa*  placed 
on  the  need  for  a radical  improvement  in  the  whole  work  of 
our  League. 

As  a result  ot  a radical  improvement  in  the  mass  work  of 
our  branches,  getting  out  and  fighting  for  youths'  needs,  the  field 
for  enrolling  new  members  will  be  made  much  easier  because 
far  wider  sections  of  young  people  will,  when  seeing  us  in  action, 
and  hearing  our  position  on  questions  that  concern  them*  come 
:o  realise  that  the  Y,C,I  is  the  kind  of  organisation  of  which 
they  also  want  to  be  member*.  We  fed  that  if  this  is  done  we 
can  be  assured  of  rapidly  building  our  League  into  a much  more 
influential  and  stronger  organisation  of  forward-looking  youth* 

The  re  ports  and  discussions  at  our  confer  cnee  showed  that 
there  his  been  considerable  improvement  in  our  educational 
work.  In  the  last  year  scseral  hundred  YXM.crv  went  through 
one  course  or  another.  During  the  summer  three  full-time  two- 
week  schools  for  Y,C.Lcrs.  will  be  held*  But  even  with  these 
improvements  educational  work  in  the  League  by  no  means 
occupies  the  high-  place  that  it  should  in  our  organisation  To 
help  to  rectify  this  our  Conference  had  a separate  session  on 
education.  A key  report  on  the  History  of  the  C.P*^U.(B)  was 
gi^cn  which  occupied  the  centre  of  discussion  in  this  session.  We 
recognized  that  an  improvement  in  Marxivt-Lcnfolsl  education 
is  the  prerequisite  for  an  improvement  in  all  phases  of  League 
work.  We  feel  that  of  any  one  medium  that  would  best  help 
UA  to  improve  Marxivt-Lcnimst  education  ihai  medium  presents 
itself  in  the  study  of  the  History  of  the  C*P,S*U,{Bj  To 
encourage  the  sale  and  study  of  the  History'  within  the  League. 

1 National  Executive  Committee  seni  out  to  every  member  of 
'he  YC  I a personal  letter  indicating  the  importance  of  the 
History  of  the  C*P,S*UlBl  for  him  or  her  as  the  ease  may  be* 

After  1 thorough  discussion  with  Y*C.L,  secretaries  and 
National  Council  member  w<  pledged  lo  *cll  witliin  the  l eague 
!;]j  among'!  anli-fatci*!  youth  1.000  eopie*  of  the  History  by 

December  of  this  year. 

A,  a result  of  our  National  Conference  our  Canadian  Y.C.I.. 
eouioned  to  tiikc  ils  place  as  a champion  of  youth  needs 
nd  lead  cacf*widef  circlet  of  young  people  onward  to 


The  Fourth  Canadian 
Youth  Congress 


By  Dave  K a s h t a n 


fPHL  great  democratic  youth  gathering,  ihe  fourth  Cam 
1 Youth  Congress*  has  mcl*  A review  of  |K  hndrnEt 
them  to  he  oi  fur-reaching  importance,  not  only  io  r J'  <'  : 
youth,  hut  for  the  ( anadian  people  as  a whole. 

The  Congress  reflected  the  conditions  under  **hich  r 
J akiiu:  place  at  a time  when  the  world  is  h,  , ”V* 


I 1 sTS'Wllli  v 1 ■■■%  14  JiUJTw  OCCllrCjy  th 

dctcrmiiiaiion  to  pi  *>  a forward  part  for  National  ar.j  s i ' 
security.  For  all  who  attended  the  Congress  it  was  an  excitin' 
event  as  well  as  a great  education.  The  delegates  not  o- 

..  r rS.S,  t I li.iftlsj1!!  OS  A till  fTlf  i 1 i*  ftS  t rtrt*  ...  . * . ? 


event  as  well  as  a great  education.  The  delegates  not  onif 
concerned  lhtmsclvr>  with  youth  problems,  no:  ^ youth  alo:>- 
bui  with  the  wclfaic  of  Canada  as  a whole.  The  spirit  of  ihc 
congress  is  well  epitomised  in  the  main  report  delivered  by  the 
former  National  Co-Chairman.  \ or  man  Levy:  "The  Pion 
spirit  ^ not  one  of  defeat*  it  is  ihc  spirit  of  strength  and  ^nn 
struction.  of  freedom  and  progress.  Jn  this  spirit  we  dare  to  meet 
ihc  spirit  of  our  times." 


/ hree * huftdred-* md~six ty -two  delegates  of  nii  faiths  and 
\ i e \ i 's  n 9pr<  'tenth  jg  in  ail  i uv  * - h tttul red*  and-  eighty  ■ nine  organ  i ut  * 
tinn\  were  present  *tt  the  congress  and  participated  in  the  wark 
of  the  five  i ommisdons.  CANADIAN  UNITY  CAN 4 Of  r \ 
PC  ACL  POLICY - YOUTH  IN  AGRICULTURE— YOU  IH 
IN  INDUSTRY—  TRAINING  YOUNG  C/T/Z£JV5,  It  is  sig. 
nifkant  that  at  this  first  Western  gathering  of  the  Youth  Con- 
gress, which  helped!  to  further  strengthen  the  units  of  youth  from 
Hast  and  West,  the  credential  report  showed  improved  repfc'-en- 
tat ton  from  the  Tr.idc  Unions  and  farm  south  org jmvations  and 
young  people  of  Catholic  faith, 

All  pros linces  were  represented  with  the  eveepiEon  of  Prince 
Edward  Island*  Nearly  half  of  the  362  delegaics  came  from 
Manitoba,  Ontario  with  76  delegates,  Saskatchewan  with  41  dele- 
gates* British  Columbia  svith  Alberta  26.  Quebec  had  13.  New 
Brunsw  ick  I.  and  Nova  Scotia  I. 

Church  and  MY"  groups  had  96  r e present  at  is  es  from  ?S 
organisations.  United  Church  had  the  largest  delegation  with 
48  representatives.  i2  Jewish  organisations  with  1“  delegates. 
Anglican  three*  Baptists  two,  and  one  from  two  small  Church 
bodies.  No  Roman  Catholic  groups  were  icpresented  oilicially. 
but  n considerable  number  were  delegates  from  non-church 
groups*  Twentv-onc  Youth  Council*  were  represented.  There 
were  28  delegates  fiom  student  bodies,  35  trade  union  delegates 
and  21  delegate*  from  rural  and  farm  youth  organisations* 

There  sverc  54  delegates  from  political  bodies,  including 
Young  Conservatives*  Young  Liberals,  Social  Credit  south. 
Young  Communist  League*  C.C.Y*M„  New  Democracy,  Action 
Nationale*  49  delegates  represented  almost  a dozen  National 
youth  groups.  The  rest  of  the  delegates  came  from  sport 
organisations,  art  groups,  cultural  and  teachers'  organisations 
peace  groups,  discussion  clubs,  unemployed  organisations,  recrea- 
tional societies,  etc. 

From  the  very  first  das  of  the  Congreve  ihc  spirit  of  units 
of  English-speaking  and  Licnch-C  anadian  south  permeated  all 
the  proceeding*  It  became  clear  that  the  representative  delegates 
were  firmly  resolved  Io  maintain  unity  and  to  present  any  dis- 
ruption or  obstacle  to  hinder  ihis  unity*  At  all  times,  and  on  all 
questions  the  great  majority  of  the  delegates,  voted  either  in 
favour  of  ur  m opposition  to  certain  proposals.  There  never  wa% 
any  slou hi  as  to  the  7^  pci  cent  major it>  vote  ncccss.ir>  lor  :hc 
adoption  of  any  motion* 

1 he  speeches  delivered  by  ihc  delegates  on  C anadian  Peace 
Policy  death  pictured  the  seriousness  of  the  present  International 
situation.  1 he  t ongress  recognised  ihc  need  tor  an  independent 
policy  for  Canada  and  strongly  urged  that  our  Government 
pursue  a policy  of  collective  action  against  the  aggressors,  Tte 
Chamberlain  polk)  oi  **  non-intervention  and  ” appeasen^enf 
came  in  foi  much  criticism  and  condemnation.  The  grea: 
majority  of  the  delegates  favoured  a PEACE  BLOC  of  non- 


^ o r I d Y © y i h 


Review 


sr  itr4-  composed  of  x i real  ttnt.nn.  f t u nee  USSR 
1 S-AV_  22*  Va?6!?.  ou.r  Government  establish 
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tl.dion-v  uih  all  North  and  Lalin-Amcrican  conn 
\niidM  S' eat  applause,  the  delegates  voted  for  embargo 
,,ar  material*  to  aggressor  Mates  and  approved  a bovcon 
otl wets  from  aggressor  Males.  J htCon&w  unanimously 
t:,Ul  tendjns:  ‘I  ™Me  the  youth  of  China  on  Juh  7. 

of  the  outbreak  of  kmnmm  in  China  ami  pledging 
*,,  thi  youth  of  China  until  final  victory 

0 li  i lie  present  tense  situation  in  the  world  the  stand  taken 
. congress  on  rearmament  and  conscription  is  of  great 

The  representatives  of  500,000  Canadian  youth  arc 
. ,'e  ence  of  our  coasts,  but  belies  e that  a policy  of 

, iui  Its  elTccmcncss  is  preconditioned  by  a correct 

■ " ,'  viius  of  collcctisc  security. 

\ v hii=c  majority  ol  the  congress  including  French* 

< n dv  legatee  voted  in  favour  of  conscription  in  the  event 

■ 1 V mli e .it  ^ attack  on  Canadian  territory,  A large  majority 

V,  ol  conscription  in  the  event  of  Canadian  panics 

%pL‘  with  other  democratic  states  in  defence  against  the 
. v rite  congress  expressed  unanimous  opinion  in  ia\our 
-v  is  k't  all  legislation  now  existent  that  would  permit 
. ivy1 ; 5 pi ! on  of  men  in  Canada  without  ihc  democratic  con* 

: ",  t,f  our  Parliament  under  present  conditions, 

1 Youth  f ongress  urged  youth  to  be  vigilant  in  defence 

ptinciplex  and  lo  co-operate  in  the  fight  against 
;;0,i  of  our  democratic  rights  in  Canada*  against  race 
v -d  .mt(-semiltsin,  as  alien  to  the  democracy  and  unity  of 

Tr;c  federal  x /ovcrnmeni  was  asked  to  enforce  exiting  legk- 
in  zvnsi  the  penetration  of  agents  of  foreign  powers  alien 
nX-Miii  principles  it  wav  felt  that  greater  powers  should 
,."kk.n  ih.  I edci  it  Government  to  enact  the  necessary  social 
legislation  on  a National  scale,  such  as  unemployment,  health  and 

/»  the  Country  of  Socialism 


crop  insurance  mcoaurev  a Nation  jt  — 

l«tnlalion  and  that  if  necessary  to  brin^ih^w  hoMr' 
being,  the  It.N.A,  Act  be  amende*!  ‘ * '«ci>l.»t=on  mto 


...  /-  , mended. 

I He  t ongreis  f i von  red  the  I iniim , n,n  , 

Dominion  Government  giving  Ihtnuht  to  vi\rtW  p4vved  b>  !he 
imo  trade  unions,  a slum  clearance  p^iSn»?SllS,^R±E 
projects,  two  weeks’  holiday  w ;th  « ,'V,  '“,:s 

requirement  of  75  to  63  years  in  the  old-, or,  £££? 

i ; IZ ■ National  Y™lh Adm.^v 

, * p 1 il.  wpiopggc,  increased  fftcflUicx  for  ion 

h«kK?r^r^PP,fCritkC^hl5  lr*m'n&  extension  of  f (creational  ^ul 

health  facilities  (commcndaiton  of  the  Provincial  ^ , / 1 

i„  Brid*  Columbia 

scmuniilitary  camp  ihcroe  proposed  by  ihe  Canadian  Corm 
Axxocuilmn,  extension  of  the  Youih  Training  ptojcciv 

()f  particular  importance  was  the  report  brouahi  forv.  *rj 
by  the  commission  dealing  with  problems  of  agriculture*  Pro- 
puv.iK  U>f  Ml  per  cent  wheat,  long  term  loans  at  low  interest  md 
niiirip^c  young  J armors,  minimum  wage  legislation  tor 

agricultural  labourers,  Against  private  monopoly  control  of  out 
ionrsi  resources,  I hose  and  other  important  mailers  were  voted 
upon. 

From  Congress  to  Congress*  Ottawa*  1936;  Mom  real,  193“ 
Toronto,  193S;  Winnipeg,  1939,  the  Canadian  youth  movement 
has  made  great  strides  forward,  making  gains  every  year  in  the 
crusade  for  pence,  democracy  and  security,  1939-1940  will  un- 
doubtedly shovv  greater  activity  in  the  ranks  of  youth  and*  as 
stated  so  concisely  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  nuin 
report  delivered  at  the  Congress:  **  ! he  task  ind  privilege  of  the 
Youth  Movement  i\  to  unify  our  youth,  to  develop  our  concep- 
tion of  citizenship,  to  give  direction*  coherence  and  strength  to 
our  clforis  for  national  betterment.  In  our  strivings  for  social 
justice  ami  peace*  wre  preserve  and  strengthen  our  democmi'c 
iTvaitmions,  let  us  then  be  worthy  of  our  great  Pioneer  heritage* 
let  us  face  the  future  united,  free  and  unafraid/'  The  Winnipeg 
C ongress  worked  in  th:s  spirit. 


The  Budget  of  the  Soviet  Union 


By  Otto  Meier 


In  -II  capitalM  countries,  ihc  question  of  the  budget  is 
1 extr  **hkI  di  qukling  for  the  mass  of  the  people  and  for  the 
*jih  ■ : w'  taxes,  new  restrictions  placed  on  social  services*  iry 
* *;  < th:  poverty  with  which  the  mass  of  ihc  workers  :s  alilidcd. 

I-  :.ip  countries,  the  problem  of  the  budget  means  that 
the  b fdcnv  are  borne  by  Uic  people,  paiticularly  in  the 
c ■-'itrics  til  the  fascist  aggressors,  where  Ihc  people,  the  woik- 
•T  class,  are  pillaged  and  bled  white.  , Jr  t 

The  Soviet  budget  jv  the  reflection  of  the  triumph  of  s^' *:U ' 
m*  uf  the  gigantic  forces  ot  the  new  social  order.  hen 
: Sov  c:  youth  examines  budgetary  questions*  it  is  not  weighs v 
T pave  anxieties  Quite  to  the  contrary,  since  it  is 
- ung  the  biggest  beneficiaries  from  this  budget. 

l-e  figaicx  of  ihc  Soviet  budget  arc  extraordinary.  L/uring 
ihc  yean  of  the  Second  Stnliniil  Five  Year  Plan,  the  budge 
F*eio  362,100  million  roubles*  The  Soviet  Union  ^ tecoiu. 
f*umr>  that  has  a stable  budget-  Receipts  were  13,300  million 
w excess  of  expenditure.  * t 

On  ihc  other  hand*  in  ihe  course  of  one  single  1 , 

dcfkii  in  fascist  Germany  increased  by  10  thous- 
jj*on  keichnurlUL  h this  not  the  proof  that  socialism  k-tt 
■People  to  well-being,  while  fascism  takes  It  to_  ruifiT 

does  the  money  come  from  for  ihts  Soyiel  b gv 
r 1939.  ap1s  l5S.6fl7JXHU.MMI  roubles  ' ‘In  1 11 

- rouble^ 

M msignificani  portion  of  the  Suite  .income 
roSjf!4*  die  population:  these  in  1939  rove  to  6 . ■ 

4,2  per  cent  of  the  budget  receipts  X he  bu hj 

- Sure  revenues  arc  covered  by  the  accumulate 

< *pct*1Kt  economy. 

ihc  Soviet  Union  where  there  arc  neither  exploiters  nor 


exploited,  the  protiK  of  socialist  iftduqiy  and  agriculture,  lar 
from  accumulating,  as  b the  case  under  the  rei^n  of  captwisrp^ 
in  die  pockets  of  » handful  of  people*  go  to  enrich  the  people  m 

its  entirety  4 __ 

Where  does  ihc  money  go  to  ’ Hcie  are  somc  hgures  l h; 

expenditure  iocrea««l,  in  coinpanwn  with  193S  by  almtwl  -. 
per  cent.  Almost  two  thirds  ot  ihc  budget  is  desss.ed  lo ■ ■ .. 
development  of  socialist  economy  and  to  social  and  cultural 

'''Th^expenditure  on  national  education  rose  in  1939  0?l,OSi 

ihlVro.  »ill  c« 

Such  a inumph  san  be  ..  . ik^  course  of  the  h|t 

world*  It  must  not  be  furgpl  _ * . ISJ7S  new  schoob  of 

eight  years  the  Soviet  country  ^ , exocnses  for  1939  are 

wltieli  15.107  arc  in  the  ' ^ added  4S5  million 

7.68S  million  roubles,  to  ^ ^ schools, 
run  hies  devoted  to  tla-  invokes  an  increase  of  IFb  per 

Public  health  :iIHt  that  OK  social  insurance  an 

cent  in  comparison  with  iv.w.  anu 

i net  vase  of  18.2  per  c«nt.  (vc  lhc  historic  pioNcn 

The  Third  Five  leer  mn  wu  o(  lhe  working  class 

of  raising  the  cultural  *?nd^^rfand  tcvlmkbns.  The  Soviet 
' uircadv  attained  by  engineer -u- 

budget  is  ill  contribute ; to  this  *^8^,  in  (939  in  lechnical  and 

roubles  903  mffllWt  rouble*  rexerved 

ssWffttSrta--- 
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r ,‘£  ss  i^-hcd 


from 
of  1 he 


K‘*rtcn\,  jhe  * ' u\  ls  *;t%|shcd  on  clofilien  in  the  Kinder* 

«vuhj«.  77  *1;...  ” h*JdKct  allocates,  lor  1939  1,36*  milli  • ' 
'■I'll  is  (o  s;,v  s',.’  1 afc  allocated  foi  developing  speirls. 

One  thmZnS  m°T*  ■*“*  in  l93g- 
^HiDlei.  1 1111  lon  rouble*  is  reserved  for  $itd  lo  big 

rocfutouL  of  industry  has  reached  a tre- 

cqii'il  »nd  ?*!  ,rKW  enterprise*  are  creased,  desimcd  10 

Production  _«ipiUi1is|  countries  in  all  fields  of 

coosiruefi  \ 34,730j0W)  million  roubles  are  allocated  for  the 

! " ku  n ttubirihneni*. 

the  vTii'  'C^r  i nc'v  young  workers  will  come 

natural coitomy* W*C  <n,erprlse*  r°r  l,lc  development  < 

U^°V*  worW  h;i^  been  impressed  by  ihc  decision  of  the 
fSiTT-j0^  }**-  devote  40,880  million  roubles  from  the  bud- 
i_  ? optional  defence.  When  this  gigantic  sum  was  announced, 
Mimes  rose  to  give  a triumphant  ovation  to  Stalin,  to 
t rosmlov  Md  to  the  Soviet  Government.  (In  1938  the  section 
or  the  budget  devoted  to  national  defence  was  27,044  million 
This  vole  is  a reply  to  the  fascist  war  provocateurs  it 
largely  to  the  struggle  for  the  saving  of  world  peace, 
the  5o\ iet  people  is  ready  at  any  moment  to  transform  into 
jtctionN  the  words  spoken  by  Stalin  in  the  course  of  the  18th 
I arty  congress,  that  is  “ reply  by  a double  blow  to  any  blow  of 
the  w\\r  makers  who  might  Irv  to  violate  the  integrity  of  the 
Soviet  frontiers  " 

rfaese  40.880  miJlicm  roubles  make  it  po^iHc  foi  I^0|  million 
men  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness;  this  force  is  not  only  in- 
vincible. but  it  is  capable  of  conquering  everything.  That  is  a 
truth  that  the  Japanese  imperialists,  companions-in-arms  of  the 
fascist  war  axis,  experienced  sharply  last  year. 

These  figures  prove  the  lightning  development  of  the 
socialist  productive  forces  and  of  the  well-being  of  the  Soviet 
people.  Let  us  complete  them  with  a few  facts,  in  the  Soviet 
Onion  16  million  men  have  savings.  If,  m 1934.  the  average 
holding  at  the  Savings  Bank  was  40  roubles,  this  same  average 
is  to-day  greater  than  400  roubles. 


The  Far  East  Will  Become 
the  Land  of  Youth 

>THE  Faf  E**l» lhi*  vast  Wit***  of  Ihc  Soviet  Union,  is  fanout 
for  it*  impenetrable  Taijra  and  for  the  richae*.  of  iu 
life.  One  c.m  encounter  theic  ill  wrt'  o:  .•?  m.i'.  ran*j.v*  frcrri 
wild  goatv  lo  brown  bean.  The  territory'  oi  the  l ar  Eav 
inexhaustible  riches,  of  which  the  principal  are  co^l  ,nd  miner jk 
The  vast  meadows  of  the  Far  East  favour  the  development  of 
cattle-raising. 

But  the  bar  East  is  not  sufficiently  inhabited,  and 
pcoplc  there  is  one  of  the  t i%k*  of  the  Third  Five- Yeftr  Pun  v 
ihc  Eighteenth  Congress  of  the  Bolshevik  Party,  Comrade 
Molotov  said: 

“Without  a comprehensive  development  of  the  counirv\ 
basic  economic  centres  the  most  important  interests  of  the 
State  cannot  be  secured.  The  Ear  East  must  have  on  its  own 
territory  all  it  needs  in  the  way  of  fuel  and,  as  far  *§  po*. 
sible  the  metal  and  machine  building,  cement,  lumber 
building  materials  in  general  as  well  as  the  majority  of  the 
food  and  light  industry  products  that  are  bulky  to  ^ip  Of 
course,  the  f ar  East  must  complete!  > supply  iHcU  with 
potatoes  and  other  vegetables  and  generally  "set  to  ao:1 
determinedly  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture,  for  the  com- 
plete elimination  of  its  lapses  in  agriculture  Large  industrial 
construction  is  being  carried  out  in  :he  Far  East,  and  rail- 
ways arc  being  laid  at  an  intensified  pace  In  the  Tb:rd 
Five-Year  Plan  period,  the  Baikal- Amur  railway  trunk  line 
furnishing  a new  and  powerful  means  oi  common icatioo 
between  the  Ear  Eastern  territory  and  Siberia,  will  breads 
be  partly  in  operation.  We  regard  ihc  X ,tr  Eastern  territory', 
the  mighty  outpost  of  Soviet  power  in  the  East  ai  one 
requiring  further  strengthening  in  cscry  way.'’  (Molotov 
report  presented  to  the  Eighteenth  Congress  of  the 
C.RS.IMB).) 


Ihc  Third  Stalinist  Five  Year  Flan  which  constitutes  a 
great  step  forward  towards  communism,  will  considerably  raise 
the  standard  of  living  of  the  Soviet  people.  In  the  course  of 
Ihc  Bolshevik  Party  congress  which  wav  held  in  the  month  of 
March,  1939,  Molotoi  made  a declaration  on  this  subject.  The 
salaries  of  the  working  class  will  increase  by  35  per  cent,  the 
number  of  businesses  by  53  per  cent  for  the  food  industry'  alone, 
and  35  million  roubles  will  be  devoted  to  new  houses:  8 million 
new  hrgh  grade  specialist  workers  will  be  trained. 


The  collective  farmers  of  the  Yorobkvsk  district,  in  the 
Voronezh  region,  were  the  first  to  respond  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  Eighteenth  C ongress  of  the  CP, ST  . (B)  on  the  Far  East.  138 
families,  or  "14  people  of  one  region  have  decided  to  set  oat  for 
the  new  territory.  Young  Communists  are  numerous  among 
those  who,  following  the  resolution  of  the  eighth  plenary  sewion 
of  the  CC.  of  the  Y.C.E  of  the  LLS.S.R.  arc  to  tike  in  active 
part  in  settling  people  in  the  Far  East,  in  the  exploitation  of  it* 
natural  wealth. 
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Ouf  holograph  shows,  left  and  right,  increase  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1939  with  distribution  of  the  budget  in  the  ccnue. 
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1(1  l>KF'AM  COMES  TRUE'  Yoiiru  c. 

fT,iE  ^ni>eri-ul¥ani>ETs  OUl  l (>R 

I c organ  of  ihe  Voronezh  rcirimt  t 
, . committee  of  the  Young  Comi  ,mi,T'i,ltC  antl  °*  the 
S s R..  Molodoi  ConniHUtnur  (th™  y ‘ (U“8u«  of  the 
eJ  nwrly  the  whole  of  j(*  m.v  Communard) 
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nj  photos,  the  paper  shows  wi.k  .^  V B?  ""-am 
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1,1^1 

1"  impenetrable  forest-,  where  ncrhtrw  m ...  . 

«ct  fool  before,  factories  arc  betoTffiff 

. tieteJ.  mines  developed,  and  minerals  exploded 

this  we  out  selves  do  a small  part.  We  arc  haimv  v” 
» tn"  tathcrland  in  the  place  where  it  needs  uffl 
> Lavrenev  secretary  of  a Young  Communist  u™  at 
...  k «n»»c  Shamia  collective  farm  (Red  Flag  farm)  “ 

ihu  1 1,k-ls  de*-  course  of  a meeting  of  Yotiim  fv»m 

ouobts  that  the  whole  umi  should  set  out  for  the  Par  Past 


TJ£  NOT  M*«»  ON  SOVIET  SOM. 

»nJ  in  I Sc  field.  w°rki[V  'n  ,h«  ha j- 

^I  's  a letter  from  these  rinnrrr  1 published  on 

had  written  after  reachinx^he^„l,  ^ omradc  Stalin,  that  they 
trams,  full  of  colonists,  wire lolnftffh™ ,h*  Amur  whd*  ncw 
player,  seated  on  a wagon  seat  A JounS  accordeon 

another  wagon  the  sounds  of  the  krnc!?llcl  From 

is  going  to  a far  off  and  mamlfoux ! t*hea«l.  The  youth 

hi*  powerful  outpost  of  soei'itivrii  “JJt10  *,,cnPhen  Mil)  more 
imperialists  and  IhcJawnc^n^.i  T>3l.doc'  "ot  please  the 
rich  Soviet  territory.  Filled imi  himlvTth0. lj,rc'im,of  P'Unginp  the 
generals  who  well  remember  thi^Sfif*11  )J’,cd;  ,"evc  plunder 
Havsan.  are  ^ 

Their  regime  is  old-  Tind  ihev  li^..  , * lhclr.  day  » oser. 

still  hring  their  force*  up  t&SSfJS 

way  take  up  the  fight  again*  the  *? 

& fh"^«eS  a Sir  V £ Astern  Sor>Ta«  £S* 

one  young  Communist  in  a colonis't^^n  ^^  'n  ,h*  Sp"ch  of 

in  thi^S:  do  “ll*df«lhc^,tllQ* 

tcrrtlory  wilt  become  a l;,nd  of  yomh.  Vi^niK^whS 
the  frontiers  of  the  U.S.S.R,  and  we  £5  2 X® tZ 
enemy  to  march  on  Soviet  Soil."  0 “* 


Learn  and  Comprehend 


The  Fourteenth  of  July,  1789 

By  Paul  Bomhonnitr 


rV}U  popular  masses  played  a considerable  role  in  the  great 
1 Revolution.  From  ih^  point  of  view  the  raking  of  the  Bastille 
s together  Airh  August  10.  1 792»  one  of  the  greatest  examples  of 
the  progressive  action  of  our  people  in  the  course  of  the  mighty 
env,  which  meted  in  the  abolition  of  the  old  regime  and  the 
ginning  of  ix>urgcois  democratic  liberties. 

We  know  Gee  World  Youth  Review.  May*  1939*  number)  that 
Tom  ihc  opening  of  the  Statcs-Gcncral*  the  deputies  of  the  Third 
Evute  came  into  conflict  with  the  king  and  aristocrats*  whose  aim 
to  prevent  the  realisation  of  the  reforms  inscribed  in  the 
tahicrv  de  Dolc.snccs  (Letters  of  Complaints). 

Be: ore  the  firm  determination  of  the  nation  s elected  repre- 
'cmatiYe*.  Louis  XVI  and  his  advisers  decided  to  resort  to 
>:okr;e.  A military  coup  d’dlat  was  prepared. 


TH1  KING  AND  HIS  ADVISERS  PREPARED  TO 

CRUSH  PARIS 

^ people  of  France*  and  the  people  of  Paris  in  particular, 
Jwjicd  Inc  danger  the  resistance  of  the  royally  constituted  for  the 
■ ationsj  Assembly.  Roth  the  capital  and  the  provinces  were* 
iiojng  with  the  represenatives  of  the  nation*  ready  to  act* 

^or  :hc  Court  and  the  privileged  classes  it  was  then  a 
>n  crushing  Paris.  Paris  once  conquered,  it  would  be 
U%m  to^l  with  the  rent  of  France* 


XVI  concentrated  20*000  troops  around  Paris: 
aatuJ Saint-Denis  and  the  Champ  de  Mars  were 
QitJ fr-  **y  Swiss  and  German  regiments.  The  Gardes  Fran* 
re nch  Guards)  were  barracked  in  the  capital  itself* 

?,<  J*  J provocation  to  which  the  Parts  population  could 
fc^m  uiditfcrcm. 


1 tin**  r*nc  the  Assembly  of  Paris  electors  cn 

of  tWtort  Plc  movement  grew*  On  July  10*  Ihc  As 
■■'ked  ihc  King  and  the  National  Assembly  I whit 


thus  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  Louis  XYIi  for  the  Aiih- 
drawal  of  the  troops  assembled  around  and  in  Paris, 

Ihc  King  replied  to  this  move  with  a second  provocation: 
On  July  11  he  dismissed  JVetXrr*  his  Finance  Minisicr,  ^ho  had 
the  confidence  of  the  Third  Estate*  giving  him  ontv  4S  hours  to 
leave  France, 

Instead,  he  appointed  into  the  Government  the  Rtmm  dr 
Brthuil  and  Marshal  de  Broglie,  sworn  enemies  of  :he  new  ideas 

The  financiers,  friends  of  Neele r,  who  w.is  a hanker*  replied 
by  closing  the  Bourse.  Grave  incidents  took  place  ai  the  Palais 
Roy.il  where  Parisians  crowded  even  day  When  the  news  of 
Neckcris  dismissal  was  heard,  4 procession  formed  up  at  the  e dl 
of  Camille  Desmoulins,  ll  encountered  a barrage  of  the  Royal 
German  regiment,  which*  however,  could  not  stop  the  demon- 
strators I hey  invaded  Ihc  Place  de  la  Concorde,  The  Prince  of 
Lambese,  who  commanded  the  Royal  Germans,  g.tsc  the  order  10 
dear  the  square,  The  soldiers  ads  a need.  But  the  crowd  resisted 
them.  The  French  Guardi  made  common  cause  with  them*  and 
fired  on  the  horsemen  of  the  Royal  German  regiment,  who  were 
forced  10  withdraw. 

Before  this  the  French  Guards  h.id  demonstrated  their 
sympathy  with  the  people  On  June  2fc  17*9,  soldier*  of  this 
'cgimcnt  mutinied  with  ciacs  of  We  arc  ihc  yoliLsn  o, 
lull  ion."  I hey  had  been  put  in  the  Abhiyc  prison,  Bui  on 
June  30  the  people  sc!  them  free.  Thu  fraternisation  of  the 
sokhers  wiih  the  people  was  to  be  otic  of  the  reasons  for  the  defeat 
of  the  criminal  plans  of  Louis  XVI.  In  tact,  the  vokhe  s wcie  d s- 
sittslicd  at  the  strict  discipline  imposed  on  them,  *md  their  non- 
commtisioned  officers,  who  were  debarred  from  the  higher  army 
ranks  wanted  the  suppression  of  the  privileged  chvsev  AH  were 
opposed  to  suppressing  the  movement  which  was  going  to  mitafy 

1 heir  demands, 

iU  fuiy  |3  the  Elector!*  Assembly*  after  the  mjcccss  the 
people  had  just  gained*  formed  a permanent  committee  and  4 
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favourable^' King*  ff0nl  lhc  munic'P»li»y  power'  which  were 

not  enout* '^nnV'  l>""‘  *-1'  moused.  The  jtunimiiht'  shop*  >>jd 
27  «„non  ,nv“»de*  «"»  depot.  with 

itom  at  the  Bastille.  It  was  decided  to  take  them. 

HI  I THE  PEOPLE  ROSE  AND  TOOK 

the  bastu.it: 


Dc  Utuotv  h ancMt  as  is  Fiaiutll*  provo*  of  the 

•'>  <*««vc  lhc  Par  van  Both  ire  fovtkvM 
executed*  ‘ ‘nwi1" 

THE  CONSEQUENCES  OF  JULY  FOURTEENTH.  1719 

This  day  af  July  the  Fourteenth,  1789,  had  a deceive  im 
porta  nee  It  ^ jv  j great  victory  for  the  Paris  popular  maun  n 
;hc:r  struggle  for  liberty,  and  was  the  signal,  for  all  France  *or  , 
vast  movement  which  was  to  destroy  feudal  society. 


, H‘  Bast  tile  was  an  enormous  fortress  in  the  Heart  of  Far:*. 

Faubourg  S:, -Antoine,  the  Quin/c -Vingl  hospital  and 
_ arsenal.  The  Basilic  in  the  hands  of  the  King  meant  his 
cannon  dominating  the  town.  To  occupy  it  meant,  at  the  same 
ltmc*  Mnkc  a terrible  blow  at  the  monarchy. 


Louis  XV 1 dared  not  continue  to  attack  Pari*.  He  even 
so  the  Town  Hall  on  July  17  and  rcco^  sed  the  re',  olu*  onan 
municipality*  Tn  his  ha;  he  wore  the  tri*  coloured  cockade 
emblem  of  the  people*!  triumph.  Finally  he  recalled  Seeker  to 
reassure  the  creditors  of  the  royal  treasury. 


In  the  a it  or  noon  ot  July  14t  the  people  besieged  the  old 
fortress* 

Ik  governor,  De  lauoay,  sheltered  behind  thick  walls,  tried 
to  gam  lime.  He  counted  on  the  intervention  of  the  King's  regi- 
merits  to  disperse  the  crowd.  The  delegate*  ot  the  new  municipal 
council*  who  interviewed  him,  secured  a promise  that  the  cannon 
which  defended  the  Bastille  should  be  withdrawn,  Bui  the  people 
wanted  the  surrender  of  the  garrison,  composed  of  Swiss  and 
i ns' alkies  They  send  forward  a parliamentarian,  Thutinr.  who  is 
received  by  the  governor.  De  I.aunuy  tries  lo  conciliate  him. 
While  these  conversations  drag  on,  Santerre.  a brewer  from 
Faubourg  St  - Antoine,  cries:  *'  U is  this  vers  day  the  Bastille  must 
be  taken." 

Then  a wheelwright,  axe  in  hand,  advances  to  the  draw- 
bridge and  smashes  the  chains.  The  people  penetrate  through 
the  outer  wall.  he  garrison  fires  on  the  attackers.  A new 
deputation  from  the  Commune,  ted  by  a lawyer,  makes  a final 
demarche  to  the  governor.  The  Swiss  fire  once  again.  After  a 
moment's  pause,  the  struggle  recommences.  French  Guards 
arrive  with  cannon*  Now  the  garrison  is  forced  to  surrender.  It 
asks  for  the  honours  of  war.  The  people  refuse,  and  only  grant 
them  their  lives 


In  the  provinces,  in  all  the  towns,  the  electors  of  the  Th 
Estate  appointed  new  municipal  councils,  as  in  Pari,,  to  replace 
:hc  representatives  of  royal  power.  They*  too,  organised  National 
Guards  tn  every  parish  the  peasants,  who  since  the  elections  to 
the  SutcvGcncral  were  in  a stale  of  revolt  and  refusing  to  pay 
their  feudal  taxes.  marched  on  the  chateaus  .,^d  burned  lh-  *v j 
parchments  on  which  the  landowners'  rights  were  inscribed. 

In  a tew  days  they  freed  thcmschc*  from  the  fate  of  a 
secular  oppression. 

The  National  Constituent  Assembly  could  only  legalise  lhc 
results  of  the  popular  action.  This  it  did  in  the  memorable  nigh* 
vision  of  August  4,  when  the  representatives  of  the  nobtliis 
the  clergy  solemnly  renounced  their  privileges 

The  day  of  July  14.  1789,  has  a valuable  lesson  for  us  It 
shows  us  that  the  ruling  classes,  in  their  decline,  refuse  io  £ vc  up 
their  unjust  privileges  of  their  own  free  a . EL  Bu:  :hc  unity  of  the 
people  always  prevails  against  their  policy  of  soc-.al  reaction.  To- 
day, the  two  hundred  families,  who  sec  in  fascism  the  supreme 
means  of  maintaining  thetr  domination  over  the  people,  have 
analogous  attitude  to  that  of  the  noble*  and  the  Kin*:  = n iTsy 
Only  the  unity  of  the  nation  will  save  democracy  and  the  Ssher-ic* 
they  want  to  destroy  and  allow  our  country  io  go  forward  on  the 
path  of  human  progress. 


Young-  Communists  Greet  Socialist  Youth  Call  for  I nited  Action 


Paris.  July  3 1 St. 

On  behalf  *>j  the  You  ns*  Communist  international. 
Raymond  Ouyof,  the  General  Secretary,  has  sent  the 
foihiH'in#  telegram  to  the  Congress  <*/  the  Vowwy  SoJidisl 
international  note  being  held  in  Lille: 

On  behalf  of  the  Young  t dmmumsi  International,  wt  send 
our  fraternal  greetings-  to  the  delegates  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Young  Socialist  International  We  renew  the  proposals  for  the 
untied  action  of  the  two  Youth  internationals,  which  we  made 
on  June  13.  1939,  to  save  peace*  for  the  defence  of  the  liberties 
and  rights  of  youth*  fur  aid  to  the  refugees  and  victims  of  fascism, 


and  against  the  terror  n Spain,  Chechoslovakia  inJ  Atislr  i 

We  reaffirm  our  wish  lor  a joint  meeting  of  delegations  oi 
the  two  Youth  Internationals,  to  decide  upon  action  to  be  under- 
taken rapidly,  m view  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  Congress  of  he  Young  Socialist 
Internationa)  will  give  a favourable  reply  to  our  proposals*  tor 
the  progressive  anti-fascist  youth  has  the  duty  of  doing  every- 
thing posable  io  obtain  u victory  over  fascism. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  of  the  Young  Communr*: 
International, 

Raymond  Guy  at,  (Jeneral  Sect  e:  ary . 
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